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At the Middlesex Hospital Shoreline Medical Center, we know we’re a fixture on

the shoreline, but we take nothing for granted. That’s why we’ve invested in the

latest advanced diagnostic imaging technology – including 64-slice CT, open and

closed MRI and digital mammography – and the best people, like board-certified

emergency doctors and clinically trained nurses, who are here 24/7. Patient 

satisfaction is our number one priority, as we continue to make a difference 

in our community and provide you with the best care possible.

Leading-edge technology.

Expert, board certified physicians.

Highly skilled, award-winning nurses.

The best care. At every turn.

LEARN MORE AT WWW.MIDDLESEXHOSPITAL.ORG
AND FOR REAL-TIME ER WAIT TIMES, VISIT WWW.MIDDLESEXERTIME.COM



Spring 2011
The Valley Regional men’s basketball team captured a lot of

people’s attention this winter with a great season that culmi-
nated with the state championship. They weren’t the first
Valley Regional State basketball champs, as Lindsey Kucharski
willed the women’s team to victory thirteen years ago, but
these guys dominated. By season’s end, they arguably had
three of the best five players in the tough Shoreline league,
and several of their unselfish role players could have been
stars on any other team. It wasn’t that they won, but rather
how they did it. They lost twice in close games before their
successful tournament run. When they were upset, they never
made excuses or alibis, and they congratulated their oppo-
nents. When they won, they did so decisively, but they never
gloated, never played chippy, and always carried themselves
in an exemplary manner.

The Valley Regional Women’s gymnastics team won the
state title once again, and they also showed how to do it well.
These young women overcame injuries and rigorous training
schedules to prevail, just like the guys. How fortunate we are
to live in a town and region where our young people show us
how to do things and how to conduct one’s self so positively
along the way1

Academically, artistically, and
athletically, our young people are a
force of nature, striving to succeed
and remembering to say “thanks” to
their families and community. It
isn’t unusual to hear a third grader
bragging about their older neighbor
who gets good grades and plays on
the field hockey team.

It is very encouraging when you
have a community that takes such
pride in its young people. Sometimes, I’ll get a question from
someone who will ask me how our men’s and women’s
lacrosse teams will do this spring. I’ve told them that both
could have good seasons with hard work and maybe just a
little luck, too. I hear of how people are so astonished at how
awesome the senior play was or how many graduates are going
to the University of Connecticut or other prestigious schools.

This year marks the one hundredth anniversary of the illus-
trious Ivoryton Playhouse. Enjoy the cover article in this issue
of Essex Events. There will be special events all year long. This
year also marks one hundred years of Comstock Field in
Ivoryton. By the early twentieth century, baseball was getting
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Belden Libby Owner, E.E.D. Builders

An insurance agent that is friendly, honest and 
accessible is important to business owners like 
Belden.  With Stacia Rice Libby, of Thompson & 
Peck, you get small town personalized attention,  

combined with exceptionally competitive pricing and 
comprehensive coverage.

Call Stacia for a quote today!

Thompson & Peck, Inc. | 15 Elm Street  | Old Saybrook

860.662.0928  | thompsonandpeck.com

Continued on page 7

www.essexsquared.com
(860) 767-2847

P. O. Box 472
Essex, CT 06426

25 Middlesex Turnpike
Essex Squared LLC

A Custom Residential & Commercial

Design/Build Company

Su�olk County # 41997-H
 CT HIC # 0617234

J. Whitney Huber, AIA

Russell D. Smith, Jr.

SSEXE

BUILD

DESIGN

LLC
QUAREDS

Let our design-build experience make �
your building project easier.

Relax!  �
We've got this.
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Hello Friends and neighbors. A few months ago
I appealed to you on behalf of my colleague Kellie
Kenney R.N. Kellie was an ICU nurse at Baystate
Medical Center, a devoted wife to police officer
Mark Kenney, and mother to 5-year-old Johnney
who has special needs.

During surgery to remove polyps from her
sinuses, her carotid artery was severed. Kellie never
recovered and died shortly before Christmas.
Thanks to your prayers and generosity Mark and
Johnney are moving forward. They have decided
that the best way to honor Kellie is by living life
fully. They snow board, ski, and spend a lot of time

with friends and family. Johnney is doing very
well in Kindergarten.

Thank-you again for your out pouring of sup-
port and generosity. I am extremely grateful to all
of you for your help. At the request of Kellie’s
family, all further donations will be forwarded to
The Sturge-Weber foundation. This is the disorder
Johnney was born with. Contact Dianne Hunt-
Mason, 67 North Main Street, Essex, CT 06426
or phone (860) 662-0650, or e-mail at dihm8@
yahoo.com.

— Dianne Hunt-Mason A.P.R.N./
Psychotherapist

A Follow Up
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ESSEX - Charming 3 bedroom vil-
lage cape nestled in a private setting.
Short walk to historic area, shops,
park & CT River. Recent MB suite, 2
first floor BRs, spacious LR with FP,
hardwood floors & seasonal river
views. $379,900

ESSEX - REDUCED $100,000 -
Last available waterfront village lot.
High site with stonewalls overlooking
Mill Pond & spillways. Driveway is
canopied by tall trees. $699,000

ESSEX - REDUCED - Riversedge
condo in private setting and in
immaculate condition. Wood floors
throughout, 2 bedrooms & 2-1/2
baths, & full dry basement. Complex,
bounded by the Falls River, has beau-
tifully landscaped grounds and a pool
& cabana. Walk to village stores,
restaurants, & playhouse. $199,000

ESSEX - Newly listed cape in
beautiful Falls River Farms, with lake
access for water activities. Features
include 3 bedrooms, fireplace in
living room, & cozy den with access
to stone patio. First time offered
home with Gedney kitchen, central
air, and lovely yard with perennials
and flowering shrubs. $359,900Holland Team

Leslie & Donn

ESSEX BROKERAGE / wpsir.com
13 MAIN STREET, ESSEX Donn 860.227.4737

Leslie 860.575.5144
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Here are the Agents who CAN HELP YOU:

Success Breeds Success. If you are an experienced, newly licensed, or soon to be licensed
Agent, we would love to talk to you about the career opportunities we offer at Realty 3.

Email Beth at beth@realty3ct.com
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www.realty3ct.com
Realty 3 Mitchel Agency, making

your home search easier.
SERVING YOU IN 4 CT LOCATIONS

Waterfront & Country Properties Since 1956

Can you find all
Connecticut Listings?

Where in the World...
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ESSEX BOOKS
Spencer's Corner, 90 Main Street, Suite 108A, Centerbrook, CT 06409

860-767-1707 essexriver@comcast.net
Become a friend on our Essex Books Facebook page!

“the little, big-hearted bookstore”
at our new location in Centerbrook, 

right next door to the Community Music School!
New books, focus on local and global outreach, 

and cozy author conversations.

June 2
Interior Designer Alexandra Stoddard

12 noon - 1 p.m. at Gather
104 Main Street, Ivoryton  

860-767-7816

June 1
Susan Conley

7 p.m.at the office of 
Dr. William J. McCann

8 Novelty Lane, Essex 860-767-1979
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spring and summer. Dickson has also indicated she would report
back to us after the winter surveys of caves are completed.

People have also been asking about setting up bat houses.
If set up in the proper location, these can provide a permanent
location for bats to raise their young, and it makes surveying
the colonies easier.

It should be noted that enthusiasm and concern was so high
that between individual land trusts and participants at the meet-
ing $600 dollars was donated. After expenses were taken out,
$450 was given to the DEP “Nonharvested Wildlife Fund.”

Since last August, a central coordinating body, the White-
Nose Syndrome Executive Committee has formed, co-chaired
by the US Fish & Wildlife Service with other governmental orga-
nizations as well as representatives from Canada and Mexico.
The committee will provide the cooperative leadership neces-
sary for implementing a national plan, and providing grants for
targeted research. It will bring together the various scientific and
technical efforts that have been ongoing since the surfacing of
the disease. Further information on this effort can be found at:
http://www.fws.gov/WhiteNoseSyndrome/.

— Suzanne Haig of the Deep River Land Trust for the Lower
Connecticut River and Coastal Region Land Trust Exchange

• Bats continued from page 34 •
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Kathy Shannehan 
203-247-0020

 Chip Frost 
860-388-7848                 

Linda Freedman 
860-395-7303

“THE ART OF LIVING” 

  35 Main Street, Essex, CT  06426 
(860) 767-5390 

www.pagetaft.com

Ct River Properties Team 
www.CtRiverProperties.com 

The Lord Essex Estate       $2,200,000 

The Samuel Pratt House      $649,000 

Striking Post-Modern Residence     $769,500 

Picturesque Village Cape       $424,500 
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Essex - Elegant Historic Estate set on 11
acres of undeveloped private water-
front property in Essex Village. One of
a kind setting. Open topography, rare
opportunity to subdivide w/infinite
possibilities. 3300 sqft main house. 4
bay barn garage. Ingrd swimming pool.
Offered at $7,200,000.

Chester - Excellently maintained 1860s
historic, sun-filled, family home. 8 bdrs,
7-1/2 baths. Lg. open rms with fabulous
flow. Great for entertaining or potential
Bed & Breakfast. Beautiful wide wrap-
around porch. Separate 650 sq ft
office/in-law, central air, open kitchen.
Third level studio. Short walk to charm-
ing village, #1 in CT! Offered at $897,500.

Westbrook - Contemporary Marvel on
the Sound with private beach. Situated
perfectly to maximize Sound views from
every room. 4 BD- 4 bath home meticu-
lously renovated throughout with open
floor plan. Fabulous indoor pool with
sauna & full bath. State of the art
kitchen. Offered at $2,530,000.

Haddam - Spacious Dutch Colonial,
circa 1910, with spectacular seasonal
river views from the deck, terrace, and
most rooms. Comfortable home with
high ceilings and exposed beams, pine
floors. 3 bed 2.5 baths on 2.47 acres of
lawns and gardens. Separate large
studio attached to the 2 car garage.
Offered at $535,000.

East Haddam - Overlooking the CT
River. 2700sqft home designed to cap-
ture the water views. On 53 acres with
two outbuildings, waterfalls. Modern,
sun filled with flowing open floor plan.
State of the art kitchen. Impeccably
maintained. Two levels give privacy
with elevator. Offered at $999,900.

Old Saybrook - Enjoy beautiful marsh
and river views from almost every
room of this spacious and open
contemporary house. High ceilings and
a fireplace in every main room includ-
ing formal living, dining, library and
kitchen. First floor Master suite. 4 bdr 3
bath. Heated in ground pool.
Offered at $989,000.

Colette Harron
860.304.2391
“A Cut Above”
For the best advice in a challenging
real estate market call Colette Harron,
a top-producing, award winning agent
on the shoreline since 2004.

UNDER CONTRACT
UNDER CONTRACT

SOLD NEW LISTING
NEW PRICE

our town and the lands that we manage and join forces for a
common good, a larger stewardship – helping to protect the
wildlife and natural space that makes up this lower Connecti-
cut River Valley area, known of course as one of the “Last
Great Places.”

Thus the idea of working together to inform the general
public about the plight of bats and the important role they play
for humans might have seemed unusual just a few years ago,
but now was seen as the right thing to do.

What can we do next?
Dickson pointed out that it was important to follow the bats

during the summer period to find out if their numbers are
decreasing in the areas where they are usually seen and also
if the birth rate is being affected by the disease even if the
adult bats are free of the disease. The DEP has a program
to coordinate site surveys to provide them this information
gathered by the public. This is clearly something that groups
and individuals can do in our area which, with its marshes
and woodland ponds, provides important areas for bats during
the summer months.

At the meeting, a number of people signed up to volunteer.
Coordinating the activity of these volunteers and working with
the DEP can be an important project for individual land trusts this

• Bats continued from page 34 •

Continued on page 36

860-918-3155 WWW.YPICAMP.ORG

SUMMER CAMP FOR
THE CREATIVE ARTS

AT THE

SUFFIELD ACADEMY

JULY 31ST -
AUGUST 13TH

ONE AND TWO WEEK
WORKSHOPS AVAILABLE

IN WRITING, PERFORMING, AND
THE VISUAL ARTS

REGISTER ONLINE,
CALL OR EMAIL US!“IT’S NOT JUST A PLACE,

IT’S A STATE OF MIND ...”

860-918-3155 .ORG.YPICAMPP.ORGWWW

-TS31YULLYJ
ADEMYCAUFFIELDS

THETAAT
STRATIVEREAATIVECTHE

FORAMPCUMMERS
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TH13TSUGUA
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WEEKWOTANDNEO
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Old Saybrook: Year-round Knollwood Beach. Bask in the
sun, just a short stroll to private beach. Delightful Cape Cod
style home offering 3 bedrooms, 3 full baths with large
master on first floor. Fireplace, large windows let’s in the
sun, 3 car garage. $455,000 Nancy Johnson x 27

Essex: Imagine owning your own piece of paradise in the
heart of Essex. Minutes to downtown Essex by foot, car or
boat! Enjoy the convenience of docking your boat at the
slip at your bulkhead. Relax on the deck and drink in the
breathtaking views of Essex, Middle Cove and the
Connecticut River. This antique house features 2 bedrooms,
two baths on ½ an acre. Offered at $885,000. Call Beth at
860-760-8635 X 23

Haddam: JUST SAY NO TO OIL. Break your heating oil
habit! Enjoy gracious country living in an Architectural
Showcase home heated and cooled by a Geothermal system,
the most eco-friendly and economical to be had. Old world
influences blend with contemporary elegance on over 3
pastoral acres. 3300 sf of luxury living plus 3 car garage.
Close to Nature and major commuter routes. $675,000.
Katherine Catalano x17

Essex: Contemporary split located on 2 wooded acres in
walking distance to the village. Great room features brick
fireplace / gas insert, floor to ceiling windows, vaulted
ceiling and plank floor. Gourmet kitchen with granite coun-
ters, brick floor and top of the line stainless appliances. 4
bedrooms, 2.1 baths. $434,000. Beth Brewer x 23

Chester: Not your typical home. Looking for something
different, in perfect condition, with level acreage, and sus-
tainable? This is it. High-end Oregon Dome home on 4
magnificent acres with gardens, fruit trees and in ground
pool. Come see this property and imagine your home being
fun again. Offered @ $650,000. Nancy Johnson x 27

Haddam: UNBELIEVABLE but true! 5 acres of CT River
frontage and a home that all admire. Traditional Southern
European architecture & design. All amenities are included
from a heated pool with cabana, to a spa room with sauna.
Gleaming hardwoods are featured throughout. The master
suite is the entire second floor accessed up a curved stairway.
3 additional bedrooms. $1,175,000. Deb Pach x 20

Lyme Acreage: Privacy and convenience. Minutes from I 95
and the center of Old Lyme and near Rogers Lake, Property
of this size is rare in this area. This 37+ acre lightly wooded
parcel has 250’ of road frontage with possibility to subdi-
vide. Excellent private location for your dream home or
horse property. $439,000 Maureen O’Grady x 16

Middle Haddam: NEW PRICEWaterfront on the CT River.
This traditional home with a contemporary flair is the
perfect retreat for a hectic lifestyle. Built in 2005 this home
has all the amenities including a first floor master bedroom
w/ walk-in and luxury bath. Enjoy extraordinary water views
from just about every room. $795,000.
Maureen O’Neill x 21

Chester Village: COMMERCIAL & RRESIDENTIAL
Completely renovated down to the studs this village ca. 1860
home has views on to all the village action. This property is
both beautiful and convenient. Walk to Village shops, restau-
rants, galleries, etc. The enclosed side porch and rear terrace
are very serene and private. Three bedrooms, 1 and ½ bath,
fireplace, formal living and dining rooms and eatin kitchen.
Floor plan conducive to in home business. Offered @
$439,900. Maureen O’Grady x 16
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MACKINNON INTERIORS
Marily MacKinnon

49 North Main Street, Essex, CT 06426
860-767-3345

www.mackinnoninteriors.com

Interiors and Staging
BEFORE

AFTER

Gregory Shook Named to New Advisory Board
Gregory Shook, president and CEO of Essex Savings Bank, was recently

appointed by the Federal Reserve Bank of Boston to a 12 member advisory
council in response to new regulations.

Each Federal Reserve Bank across the country is establishing a First District
Community Depository Institutions Advisory Council (CDIAC) in response to
the Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protection Act of 2010.
The councils will represent the perspective of smaller financial institutions
and provide input on the economy and lending conditions, among other
issues, according to a statement.

The First District's 12 CDIAC members represent commercial banks, thrift
institutions and credit unions with assets less than $10 billion. Members,
which are from each of the six New England states, will meet three times
annually.

Obtaining Vital Records
A copy of a certified Connecticut vital record may be

obtained directly from: 1 - the TOWN where the event
occurred, or 2 - from the STATE Vital Records Office.

Town Vital Records - Vital Records offices are located in
each of the 169 towns in Connecticut. The vital records regis-
trar in each town is responsible for maintaining a registry of
all births, marriages, civil unions, deaths and fetal deaths that
occur within its town.

State Vital Records - If you wish to request a copy of a vital
record from the State Vital Records Office, please note it has
a turnaround time of approximately six (6) weeks for requests
that are received through the mail. Expedited Service is also
available for an additional fee for requests ordered on-line via
VitalChek.

For more information, go to Dept. of Health at www.ct.gov.
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MACKINNON INTERIORS
Marily MacKinnon

49 North Main Street, Essex, CT 06426
860-767-3345
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Interiors and Staging
BEFORE
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very popular, and the interest has never faded. Anyone who
has ever played will always remember the greatest competi-
tion in all of sports, the pitcher against the batter. This plays
out weekly at our fields.

May and June are probably the busiest two months of the
calendar and many of our nonprofits put on their best efforts
to raise funds and further their missions. Our extensive corps of
volunteers throughout town enable so many terrific endeavors,
and these gracious volunteers and donors find themselves
enriched through their generosity and service.

Now that the forests are green again and the weather is so
gorgeous, more and more walkers and bicyclists are getting
out, and so we respectfully ask everyone’s help in driving
safely throughout town so we can have good safety and
health. We regularly hear about areas where neighbors travel
too fast, such as Book Hill, Bushy Hill, Comstock, and Grove
Street, to name just a few areas where our own drivers get
citations, sometimes to their astonishment.

We’ll be doing some streetscape work this summer and a
new project at Essex Court.

Some key events coming up, to name just a few, are the
Garden Club’s great May Market on Saturday the 7th, the
magnificent Burning of the Ships Parade on the 14th, Land
Trust programs, and more.

Congratulations to Matthew Herman, our town’s fourteenth
Eagle Scout since 2000. Same to Monica Vandehei, a Rainbow
Girl Scout who recently received the Congressional Service
Award from Congressman Joe Courtney.

Thanks and keep in touch!

— Philip Miller, First Selectman
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www.cdbinc.net
Check out our work pictures

on the web!
References Available

Licensed and Fully Insured
CT LIC. 0619585

• New Custom Homes
• New Additions

See Us for
Kitchens, Bathrooms, Doors
and Window Replacement

860-767-2783

Check our
website
for our
monthly
specials!

• Selectaman’s Corner continued from page 1 •

REGION 4 EDUCATION
FOUNDATION

The Region 4 Educational Foundation, Inc. (R4EF) is a
nonprofit corporation founded in 1998 to assist and
enhance the quality of public education at Valley Regional
High School and John Winthrop Middle School. By offering
independent financial resources, R4EF provides innovative
projects and programs not ordinarily funded through the
district’s budget. The foundation strives to expand the stu-
dents’ educational experience while increasing community
involvement.

Gifts from individuals, families, corporations, and foun-
dations are the primary source of funds for the Region 4
Education Foundation. If you would like to make a contri-
bution, please contact Taffy Glowac at 860-767-0650, or
Emmy Cline at 860-227-1430.
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Happy Birthday to us! It’s time to celebrate!
It’s simply going to be an extraordinary year for the Ivory-

ton Playhouse in 2011 – our 100th birthday. What was once
a thriving summer stock theatre is now a year round profes-
sional theatre and cultural arts center, offering quality perfor-
mances and events for the community. This year the theatre
will host cabaret and children’s shows, community musicals
and concerts, as well as our wildly successful professional
theatre season. Patrons from all across the shoreline are show-
ing their appreciation for our 2011 season:

The Irish and How They Got That Way – back by popular
demand - by Frank McCourt ~ March 16 - April 3, 2011

How the Other Half Loves by Alan Ayckbourn ~ April 13
– May 1, 2011

Barefoot in the Park by Neil Simon ~ June 8 – June 26,
2011

The Producers by Mel Brooks & Tom Meehan ~ July 6 –
July 31, 2011

Ring of Fire: The Music of Johnny Cash created and direct-
ed by Richard Maltby Jr. conceived by William Meade ~
August 10 – September 4, 2011

The Marvelous Wonderettes by Roger Bean ~ September
28 – October 16, 2011

The Woman in Black adapted for the stage by Stephen
Mallatratt ~ November 2– 20, 2011

Centennial events that appeal to all of the Playhouse’s audi-
ences are also planned to help us reflect on the past, cele-

brate the present and plan for the future. Some important hap-
penings to look for:

Gala Birthday Celebration, Saturday, May 21, 2011 at the
Playhouse – a red carpet event featuring a one-night-only pro-
duction A Century on Stage followed by a birthday party with
dessert buffet, open bar and dancing. It will be a night to
remember!!

Ivoryton Celebrates the Playhouse, Sunday, May 22, 2011.
A town-wide festival featuring family theatre performances
starting from 12:00noon. Bring the whole family to Ivoryton –
there will be something for everyone

Experience the History of the Ivoryton Playhouse - Exhibit
banners showcasing the 100 year history of the Ivoryton Play-
house will be traveling through public libraries this summer

Become a Centurion – play a part in the next century of the
Ivoryton Playhouse! Buy a subscription, become a member or
support our Centennial Sweepstakes fundraising raffle
throughout the run of The Producers (July 6 – July 31)

So discover, experience and celebrate with us this year!
Discover that the Playhouse is one of the nation’s oldest

continually running summer stock theatres and has been
home to many of the great names of the American stage that
include among others Groucho Marx, Katharine Hepburn,
Marlon Brando and Tallulah Bankhead.

Experience the past echoing off the walls of this old build-
ing and hear the voices of countless actors, directors and
musicians who have been part of this drama for 100 years.
Their voices remind us of the venerable history of the Play-
house and its legacy in our community.

Celebrate with us! Celebrate the Ivoryton Playhouse during
its 100th year. Support us as we guide this landmark theatre
into its second century on stage.

For more information on the Ivoryton Playhouse history,
2011 professional season and centennial events, please visit
our website: www.ivorytonplayhouse.org. Or call us on
860-767-7318 to secure your seats for any of our shows or
special events.

The Ivoryton Playhouse Turns 100 Years Old!
ESSEX EVENTS • QUARTER 2 • 2011

I look forward to addressing your concerns in the following areas of law...

REAL ESTATE Refinance • Purchase • Sale • Reverse Mortgage • Landlord/Tenant

SMALL BUSINESS Formation • Consulting • Purchase • Sale • Corporation • LLC

WILLS & TRUSTS Probate Administration • Living Wills • Estate Planning

DEBT WORKOUT Short Sale • Foreclosure Avoidance • IRS negotiations

phcatty@aol.com • SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1992 • www.lawforlocals.com

WANT TO ADVERTISE?
Call Diane Brown @ 860-383-6376

www.eventsmagazines.com8
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CARS • TRUCKS • BOATS
RVs • MOTORCYCLES

WASHING • BUFFING • POLISHING • WAXING
LEATHER CARE

COMPLETE INTERIOR DETAILING
HEADLIGHT RESTORATION

Lou DeLorso, Owner
17 Industrial Park Road
Centerbrook, CT 06409
neautodetailing@att.net

860-767-7600
860-227-7704

Call Now for a Spring Detailing Special!

Specializing in Treating:
• Depression

• Grief Reactions
• Women’s Issues

• Survivor’s of Sexual Abuse
• Post Traumatic Stress Disorder

Elizabeth Owen, Psy. D.
147 Westbrook Road
Essex, CT 06426
860.767.6500

Dr. Elizabeth Owen,
a clinical psychologist who
has over 20 years experience
as a psychotherapist, is
accepting new patients.

Individual and Couple Therapy
Certified EMDR Therapist

Do you need a new library card? Our new cards include a
key card to hang with your keys for an added convenience.
Come in for an upgrade.

The Ivoryton Library annual Book Sale is moving from
Mother’s Day weekend to Sunday, May 22, 2011 as part of the
town-wide centennial celebration of the Ivoryton Playhouse.
This year, our sale will last from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and will
feature tables of used books in front and downstairs, perenni-
als and annuals, baked goods, and a White Elephant table. As
always, we welcome donations in all these areas. Adult and
children’s books, dvds and audiobooks as well as white ele-
phant items are accepted any time, plants during the week
before and baked goods Sunday morning after 8 a.m.

Several children’s programs are in the works including
soap-making for grades 3-6 on May 6, Chris Pimley returns

with a special telescope to view the sun, palm reading with
Carol Young, summer workshops on papercraft and jewelry-
making for teens, and our summer reading programs. This
year’s theme is “One World, Many Stories.” Be sure to check
our website, www.ivoryton.com or call the library@ 860-767-
1252 for more information.

Storytimes in July and August: Wednesdays at the library at
10:00 a.m. andThursdays atViney Hill Brook Park, also at 10 a.m.

This summer, remember:

• We have passes that offer free or discounted admission to
several museums and attractions in the state for you to
check out. See our website for a detailed list.

• You have access to the complete catalog of movies avail-
able from Netflix by ordering through us. Contact a
librarian for more information.

• You can download audiobooks and ebooks through the
online catalog. Transfer these to almost any portable
device to take your library books with you as you travel
this summer or just to your backyard. See one of the
Elizabeths for detailed instructions.

News from the Ivoryton Library

Deadline for the next issue of

ESSEX EVENTS
is June 17, 2011.
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Town Clerk’s Office
Welcome to Centerbrook, Essex and Ivoryton

Grace Bragaw, 85 River Road – F-5, Essex
John & Alyson Finnegan, 39 West Avenue, Essex
John Musicaro, 8 Chestnut Street, Ivoryton
Christopher Fenger & Dominiques Fontaine, 10 High

Street, Essex
Thomas Downing, Jr., 19 Blake Street, Ivoryton
Maureen G. Gragg & Diane P. Davis, 85 River Road,

K-1, Essex
Robert A. Bibbiani & Mary A. Walsh, 25 West Hills

Road, Ivoryton
Christine L. Gemelli, 19 Mallard Point Road, Essex
Ricardo Sequin Guise, 79 River Road, Essex
Christopher E. & Jennifer L. Miller, 29 Cedar Grove

Terrace, Essex
Winston R. & Joanne M. Lauder, 7 Riverview Street,

Essex
Christina M. Storm, 47 River Road, Essex

Loss of our Residents and Friends

September
Josephine O. Bombaci
Roberta A. Rogouin
Joseph N. Greene, Jr.

October
Sally J. Bill
Otto F. Weiler, Jr.
Henry D. Towers
John J. Pacelle
Edward Lepore
Geoffrey C. David
Kenneth W. Kells
Richard C. Rastetter

November
Harry A. Fanslalu
Mary M. Olson
Ann Gaylord
Logan Clarke, Jr.

December
Craig Gubtil
Charles A. Rathbun
Elizabeth A. Greene
Cherie Graham
Daniel R. Kilty

December continued
Lawrence M. Hoyt
George T. Schwamb
Robert F. Tilp
Amarie W. Dennis
Christine A. Greene

January
Madeline Sipes
Gloria P. Gould
Verna MacMillian

February
David Dykes
Scott M. Prevost
Douglas Neville Jones, Jr.
Alice S. Powers
Minnie Jazo

March
Stannard H. Norton
Berit Swendsen
Marcia Scheinman
Jane M. Daniells
Edith L. Kessell
Gilbert A. Plumb
Johanna P. VonDeck
Jon S. Korper
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That’s what my good friend kept asking me for weeks!
One day I’m in his office he says “Look at this stack of work

I have on my desk”. This is all new work and referrals I have to
quote from my BNI Chapter. You have got to check it out! They
allow one business to join in each category so you basically
lock out your competition by joining. They have a chapter in
Essex, just come to one meeting I know you are going to like
it. I finally relented and attended my first BNI meeting in early
December 2009. When I walked out 90 minutes later I felt like
I was not alone in my quest to find more business. After all I
was in a room with other businessmen and women who had
the same goals as I did. Find more business without spending
tons of money on advertising. Do it the old fashioned way,
word of mouth. Get to know the other members and learn
about their business while they do the same for you and your
business. When someone they know needs something you
offer they can say “I know a business that does that, here is
their number”. It is structured differently than the Chamber of
Commerce, of which I am also a member.

I felt energized, invigorated, and ready to take on the busi-
ness world with new zeal. I just found a new sales force for
less than the cost of a business suit!

Flash forward to 2011 and Riverside BNI now boasts 35
different business categories filled but still have many open-
ings. New business referrals are flowing and we are actively
seeking new members.

So if you want to grow your business consider this a per-
sonal invitation to our next meeting. Just give me a call
860-662-1022 or shoot me an email to Tom@promofloats.com.
We meet in the lower level of the Essex Town Hall at 7:30
a.m. - out by 9:00 – always!

For more information about BNI visit www.bnict.com

Captain Tom Kehlenbach,
Director of Public Relations Riverside BNI

Want to Grow
Your Business?

ESSEX EVENTS • QUARTER 2 • 2011
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THE ESSEX TOWN HALL is open 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday through Friday
THE PROBATE COURT is open 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., Monday through Friday
THE LANDFILL AND RECYCLING CENTER is open Mondays, Thursdays,

Fridays & Saturdays, 7 a.m. to 3 p.m.

SELECTMEN’S OFFICE
Philip Miller, First Selectman x114 pmiller@essexct.gov
Maria Lucarelli x112 mlucarelli@essexct.gov

ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICER 860-767-3219
Joe Heller jheller@essexct.gov

ASSESSOR
Jessica Sypher, Assessor x124 jsypher@essexct.gov
Nancy Berryman x123 nberryman@essexct.gov

BUILDING DEPARTMENT & FIRE MARSHAL
Keith Nolin, Building Official/Fire Marshal x117 knolin@essexct.gov
Darcy Roper x144 droper@essexct.gov

HEALTH DEPARTMENT
Cheryl Haase x143 chaase@essexct.gov

LANDFILL/RECYCLING CENTER 860-767-1926
Mike Birner, Supervisor
Bill Armstead

PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION
Richard Audet, Park & Rec. Director x148 raudet@essexct.gov
Mary Ellen Barnes, Rec. Coordinator x110 mbarnes@essexct.gov

PUBLIC WORKS 767-0715
David Caroline, Director dcaroline@essexct.gov
William Angier, Boris Churyk,
James Danks, Richard Gallacher

REGISTRARS OF VOTERS
Lois Ely x142
John Heiser x142

RESIDENT STATE TROOPER
ESSEX POLICE 860-767-1054
Kerry Taylor, Resident State Trooper ktaylor@essexct.gov
Marc Pisciotti, Corporal mpisciotti@essexct.gov
Russell Gingras, Corporal rgingras@essexct.gov
Salvatore Bevilacqua, Officer sbevilacqua@essexct.gov

SOCIAL SERVICES
Dean Jacques x201 djacques@essexct.gov

TAX COLLECTOR
Megan Haskins, Tax Collector x120 mhaskins@essexct.gov
Lynne Skinner x121 lskinner@essexct.gov

TOWN CLERK
Frances Nolin, Town Clerk x129 townclerk@essexct.gov
Dana Novorio x128 townclerk@essexct.gov

TOWN HALL OPERATIONS
Mark Hiatt x136 maintenance@essexct.gov
John Schumacher

TREASURER
Robert Dixon, Treasurer x127 rdixon@essexct.gov
Kelly Sterner x122 ksterner@essexct.gov

ZONING ENFORCEMENT
Joe Budrow, Enforcement Agent x115 jbudrow@essexct.gov

ESSEX TOWN HALL
767-4340 (Unless otherwise noted)

w w w. e s s e x c t . g o v

BNI Meets every Tuesdaymorning
7:30 a.m.

ESSEX TOWNHALL

BNI Connecticut
“THE Business Referral Organization”
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At the heart of town, the Essex Library is the hub for what’s
happening, and spring is bringing a whole new crop of pro-
grams, classes, and events for all ages and interests. Check us
out! All are open to the public, and all you need to do is call in
order to register for any of the events featured in this partial list
below. You can see our updated events calendar at www.essex
lib.org, as well as news on incoming books and DVDs. And,
please, “Friend” us on Facebook. It’s a great way to keep up
with what’s happening here at your hometown library.

Community Music School partners with the Essex Library
for two student/teacher concerts in May. Tuesday, May 3 at 7,
enjoy the sweet sounds of the CMS Flute Ensemble, who’ll
present a program of Debussy, Grieg, Bach, and more, plus
some special arrangements of folk tunes. Tuesday, May 20 at
7 is the return of the CMS Adult Ensemble, under the direc-
tion of Tom Briggs. They’ll be performing a mixed bag of pops,
show tunes, and light classics.

Pilates,Yoga,Tai Chi, and meditation: if you’ve always wanted
to try one or all of these mind/body exercises out but were shy
about joining an established class, here’s a way to get a “taste”
of each of these with a group of other beginners, here at the
library every Wednesday morning at 10, through the month of
May. Wear comfortable clothes and keep an open mind!

Our beloved Centerbrook Architects Lectures will feature
Rafael Pelli, AIA, Partner, Pelli, Clark, Pelli, who will present
“It’s Not Easy Being Green; Interesting Environmental Issues
In Architecture From Around The World” Friday, May 20 at
7 p.m. in the Essex Meadows auditorium, 30 Bokum Road.
Rafael Pelli is the partner directing the Pelli Clarke Pelli
Architects New York office, established in 2000. Since that
time, he has directed the design for several of the firm’s New
York projects. These include Bloomberg Tower, a 1.4 million-
square-foot, mixed-use high-rise in Midtown that contains the
new headquarters for Bloomberg L.P. and the residential con-
dominiums One Beacon Court.

May also brings the beginning of a new film series,
Dance @ The Library, on the second Friday afternoon of
each month, beginning at 3 p.m. on May 13 with
“Choreography By Balanchine.” We’ll feature a broad spec-
trum of dance films, from ballet to Martha Graham, Paul
Taylor to Bob Fosse.

Parent programs include “Girl Matters; What Messages Do
We Send Our Daughters?” Learn to protect them from media
and societal pressures, with Michelle Kenefick, LCSW.

“Dealing with Dementia” will help you to identify the warn-
ing signs of this dangerous condition in an elderly relative or

Spring into Learning at the Essex Town Library
ESSEX EVENTS • QUARTER 2 • 2011
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Continued on page 13

• Playmobil
• Lego
• Corolle Dolls
• Breyer Horses
• Melissa & Doug
• Games
• Britains Figures
• Thomas the Train

Plus much more!

toys ahoy!
the village toy store

43 main street, essex
860.767.2067

www.toysahoyessex.com
ahoy@toysahoyessex.com

Open 7 Days a Week
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friend and help you to help them cope. Presented here by the
VNA on May 26 at 6:30.

Author Jeff Goldberg will talk about his new book, “Bird at
the Buzzer; UCONN, Notre Dame, and A Women’s
Basketball Classic” at the library on May 17 at 7 p.m., and
books will be available for signing and sale.

June brings a new dance class series, Eastern Swing with
Sharyn Farrell, on four Tuesday evenings at 7, at Essex Town
Hall starting June 7th. Bring a partner or come alone; you’re
guaranteed a fun time. And July marks the return of our ever-
popular movie series, Cool Films for Hot Nights. Every
Thursday evening at 7, enjoy a screening of an important indie,
foreign, or documentary film on our big screen. Free popcorn!

The Centerbrook Architects Lectures continue when David
Greenbaum, FAIA, Vice President, SmithGroup, presents “The
Normandy American Cemetery Visitor Center Overlooking
Omaha Beach” Friday, June 3, 2011 at 7 p.m. in the Essex
Meadows auditorium, 30 Bokum Rd. Essex, CT. David B.
Greenbaum is the leader of SmithGroup’s Cultural practice.
Driven by site and client mission, his work applies his philoso-
phy of amplifying an institution’s mission by creating powerful
and memorable places. This has been most recently exempli-
fied with the design of the Normandy American Cemetery
Visitors Center, The International Spy Museum, and the
National Gallery of Art Sculpture Garden Pavilion renovation.

ESSEX EVENTS • QUARTER 2 • 2011
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TRUST YOUR CAR TO THE REPAIR SHOP MORE PEOPLE TRUST...
We are a full service garage dedicated to quality work and service.

“The Only Call You Need For Quality Service & Repairs”

AUTO SERVICEof
Old Saybrook, Inc.

Servicing Domestic & All European Cars Including
Mercedes, BMW, Jaguar, Audi, Saab, Volvo & VW

860-388-6838
From oil changes & scheduled maintenance to engine repair or replacement, we can

provide complete mechanical & electrical service to your vehicle.

4 JADE COURT • OLD SAYBROOK
HOURS: MON. - FRI. 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

We employ ASE
Certified Technicians

REGENCY BALL
The Second Annual Sailing Masters of 1812 Regency Ball will

be held on Saturday, May 14 at 8:00 p.m. at the Essex Town hall,
capping a day of festivities that begins with the 47th Annual
“Burning of the Ships” Parade at 2:00 p.m. through downtown
Essex, CT. The events commemorate the British attack on Essex in
1814. The Regency Era refers to the British era from about 1800-
1830 highlighted by steps popularly known as English Country
Dance. This year’s period ball will include music by Spare Parts
and dance calling by Susan de Guardiola of New Haven. One
does not have to be an accomplished dancer to participate but
period dress is strongly suggested. Tickets to the ball are $18 per
person and are on sale at Gather in Ivoryton and Toys Ahoy! In
Essex. Members of fife & drum corps, Connecticut River Museum,
Essex Historical Society, and the Essex Garden Club receive a $6
discount. Tickets will also be available at the door for $20. For
more information on the ball, making or buying period cos-
tumes, and purchasing tickets, please visit http://www.sailing
mastersregencyball.com or contact Stasia Penkoff Lidbeck at:
(860) 767-2866 or fyfer1812@me.com

Thank you for your support,

— Mark Chiaramonte, Fifer & Business/Marketing Manager

• Town Library continued from page 12 •
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Essex Park and Recreation emerges from our snowy, dread-
ful winter excited about our full array of programs and
activities planned for the community this spring and summer.
We have a number of upcoming programs and special events
planned for the community and we hope to continue our mis-
sion of providing recreational opportunities for the growth
and enhancement of Essex.

Essex Go Bragh Irish Parade & Festival. Park and Recreation
hosted the Essex Go Bragh (translated as Essex Forever) Irish
Parade & Festival sponsored by the Ivoryton Playhouse and
Tower Labs on March 19. The event featured an Irish-themed
parade down Main Street into the heart of Essex Village fol-
lowed by our Festival. The luck of the Irish bestowed good
weather upon us that day, and a fun time was had by all. We
look forward to hosting the event next year on March 17,
2012. The event was a success thanks to our sponsors:
Bogaert Construction, Clark Group, Community Music
School, Essex Savings Bank, J. Alden Clothiers, and Toys
Ahoy! We extend a special thank you as well to the Essex
Board of Trade, Village Provisions, Left Bank Gallery, Page Taft
Realty, Essex Coffee and Tea, Porky Pete’s, and the Griswold
Inn for hosting activities. Lastly, the parade was a huge hit
thanks to the many community groups who took part.

Essex Great Outdoors Pursuit. The Essex Great Outdoors
Pursuit is a cooperative effort between the Land Trust and Park
and Recreation Department. Our mission is to bring the fam-
ilies of Essex together through positive and healthy outdoor
endeavors while increasing the presence and awareness of
our local parks, open spaces, and preserves. For more infor-
mation, please visit the Park and Recreation website.

To play the EGOP, all families who participate will receive
a Great Outdoors Pursuit passport. With each event you com-
plete, your passport will be stamped. For a family to officially
complete the event, at least one parent or grandparent and
one child must participate (except for the Turkey Plunge). You
may pick up your passport at any event or in the Park &
Recreation office. Participants will receive a small prize for
attending and participating in an event. Families must turn in
their stamped passports at the conclusion of our program to
the Park and Recreation office no later than December 9,
2011. We will then hold a drawing for a really cool grand
prize valued at $250. Each family will have their name placed
into the drawing the same amount of times for each event
they officially completed. For example, if a family did two
events they will have two tickets in the drawing, or for all
eight events, you will have eight tickets in the drawing. The

Essex Park & Recreation Department
ESSEX EVENTS • QUARTER 2 • 2011
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Now ... is a great time to...
Design/Build Your New:

Kitchen/Bath/Deck/Windows/Siding/Addition

Now ... is a great time to remodel...
Mark Reeves, Builder

860-388-3825
www.markreevesbuilder.com

Continued on page 15
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greater number of events a family completes, the greater the
chance of winning the grand prize!

Here is a brief listing of upcoming programs; for complete
information visit the Park and Recreation website:

Fishing Derby, Viney Hill Brook Park, Saturday, May 21, 8
a.m. (Fishing class on Friday, May 20, 5:30 p.m. at Town Hall)

Family Walk, Picnic, and Concert, Cross Lots, Sunday, June
5, 4-6 p.m.

Wiffle Ball Tournament, Hubbard Field, Wednesday, July
20th, 6-7:30 p.m.

Family Canoe/Kayak on Mill Pond, Falls River Drive,
Ivoryton, Sunday, October 2, 1 p.m.

Ivoryton 5k Run/Walk/Road and Trail Race and Pumpkin
Run, Ivoryton Library, Saturday, October 22, 8:45 a.m.

Family Turkey Tromp and Plunge, Viney Hill Brook Park,
Saturday, November 26, 10 a.m.-12 p.m.

Comstock Park Dugouts. Our local youth baseball players
and their parents will see the major improvement to our
Comstock Park baseball fields. Both fields at Comstock
received new dugouts, built during March and April 2011.
The Essex Little League Board took on this initiative with the
support of the Park and Recreation Commission. The dugouts
project would not have been possible without a donation

from the Police Athletic League. Additional funding for the
dugouts came from the player user fees paid for by each par-
ent in the baseball programs as well as the Essex Little
League’s and Park and Recreation Department’s budgets.
Thank you to Essex Little League, especially our project leader
Rob Connelly, for creating a great new amenity in our park.

Spotlight on the Parks. Main Street Park is located in the
heart of Essex Village on Main Street. This beautiful, peaceful
park is cherished in our community and hosts many events
each year drawing thousands of visitors. The Essex Garden
Club recently completed an enhancement to the park by
extending our walkway of blue stone near the park entrance
and adding cobblestone around park benches. This beautifi-
cation of the park and will be appreciated by our patrons for
years to come!

Keep Your Eyes on the Parks! The responsibility for our
parks is shared among all residents of Essex. What happens in
the community is a reflection of how much you care for the
place you live. If you see a concern in any park please call us
right away.

Essex Basketball Center. The Essex Basketball Center (EBC),
to be located in the rear of the former Park & Ride Lot adja-
cent to the Essex Fire Station, is a new planned facility the
Park and Recreation Commission has been working on for
several years. The plan includes the basketball court as well
as a complete makeover of the parking lot and gateway

ESSEX EVENTS • QUARTER 2 • 2011
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Essex: A landmark Village residence of significant and 
historical architectural distinction, the Maria Post House, 
built in the Greek Revival genre, has graciously moved 
from Circa 1851 to the present with peerless renovation & 
restoration. Offered at $1,795,000

Essex: This stunning C1818 village residence, the Justin Loomis 
Homestead has been thoughtfully renovated & updated. 
Magnificent private rear yard w/glorious gardens and a separate 
barn, perfect for office or studio. Spectacular master suite, chef’s 
kitchen & lovely public rooms. Offered at $1,290,000

Essex: This beautiful and carefully maintained historic 
property, the Stephen W. Starkey House, is sited on a lovely 
landscaped lot with room for a garage or barn. Exquisitely 
updated bathrooms and a flexible open floor plan make 
this a delightful village home! Offered at $725,000

Essex: Meticulously restored C1850 Federal with fully 
updated baths, chef’s kitchen, spacious family room with 
fireplace, all sited on a professionally landscaped lot with 
boxwood framed perennial gardens and stone walls make 
this a perfect weekend retreat!  Offered at $419,500 

Essex: Charming North Cove waterfront features an 
open floor plan and enjoys a full service deep water 
dock. Perennial gardens, decks and porches making 
it a summer paradise and fabulous weekend retreat! 
Offered at $895,000

Essex: Views of North Cove out to the CT River permeate 
this delightful architectural designed home. Hand-hewn 
beams, brick faced fireplace, bead board details and banks 
of French doors create a unique ambiance.  Deeded deep 
water dock access now in place!  Offered at $850,000

Jennifer & Jane Associates 860.227.6634

JUST SOLD ON DEPOSIT

13 MAIN STREET, ESSEX 860.767.7488

Jennifer Caulfield Jane Pfeffer

Continued on page 16

• Park & Recreation continued from page 14 •
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intersection of Rte. 154 & West Avenue. We are very excited
about the project and are particularly excited about the devel-
opment of a facility the young people in Essex can use and
gather in a safe and constructive environment. This will also
be actively used by families, adult groups, and the Essex Fire
Engine Company. The EBC Committee is a team of three part-
ners: Essex Park and Recreation Commission, Essex Fire
Engine Company No.1, and Essex Rotary Club. The town has
asked the committee to raise all the funds toward the com-
pletion of the project. In doing so, the committee has started
its fundraising campaign. If you have any questions about the
project or wish to assist in helping complete it, please contact
the Essex Park & Recreation Department.

A glance at our Programs starting soon…The complete
Spring/Summer 2011 Brochure is available online,
www.essexct.gov/ click on “Park and Recreation” with full pro-
gram information. Check it out often as we are always updating
our program listings and listing important information.
Remember that most programs allow for online registration.

Spring Tennis. Our teaching pro Coach Ribchinsky is back,
teaching the fundamentals of tennis including ground-strokes,
volleys, serves, and game play. For grades K-8, held on
Saturday mornings starting April 30.

Skyhawks Flag Football. Skyhawks Flag Football is the per-
fect program for our young athletes who want a complete

introduction to America’s Game or for those who simply want
to brush up on their skills in preparation for league play. For
grades 1 - 6, held on Thursdays starting April 28.

Skyhawks Cheerleading. This entry level cheer program
will ensure that each camper learns cheers, proper hand and
body movements as well as jumping techniques. For grades
1-6, held Thursdays starting April 28.

Summer Day Camp & New Summer Squirts Camp. Our full-
day camp consists of group games, field trips and tons of other
fun activities led by our experienced, caring staff. Summer Camp
will be open to children ages 6-12 and entering 1st to 7th grade
in the fall. We are excited to introduce our new Summer Squirts
Camp Program for campers entering kindergarten, offered 9
a.m.-12 noon daily. Both camps will be held at Essex Elementary
School and are planned to run for 8 sessions: June 27-August
19. Extended care will be offered for full-day campers only.
Mail-in registrations for residents will be accepted starting April
1 and nonresident registration will begin May 1. Space is limited
so please register early. All camp forms and information are
available on our website under the Summer Camp tab.

US Sports Institute’s Sports Squirts. This is a great way to
introduce children ages 3-6 to a variety of sports such as
soccer, t-ball, lacrosse, hockey, basketball, and tennis.
Sessions take place in a safe, structured environment and
skills are taught through a series of games and activities
designed to ensure learning and, most importantly, having
fun. For ages 3-6, held the week of August 15-19.
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Last winter our automatic plan customers paid an average

of $2.19 a gallon. Call now to get on our mailing list.

Last winter our automatic plan customers paid an average

of $2.59 a gallon. Call now to get on our mailing list.
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US Sports Institute’s Tennis Squirts. This is a fun-filled
learning adventure that introduces children to the world of
tennis. Following the guidelines set out by the USTA, children
will quickly develop their skills using the highly praised
Quickstart Tennis Model. For ages 3-5, held August 8-12.

Running Rams Track and Field Camp. Local resident and
Old Saybrook High School Track and Field Coach Pete
Capezzone will again host our Track and Field Camp. This
program will feature instruction in most of the track and field
events from some of the area’s best coaches, eight in all, at
one of the finest venues in Connecticut - Valley Regional H.S.
in Deep River. For ages 6-15, held June 27-July 1.

Mad Science Camp-Secret Agent CSI. Discover how chem-
istry and the science of forensics work. Identify and collect
evidence, from fingerprints, to tracks, to trash! Recreate the
scene of a crime using clues and detailed observations. For
ages 5-12, held August 8-12.

Junior & Youth Summer Tennis Clinic. Teaching Pro &
Valley Regional Girls Varsity Tennis Coach Gary Ribchinsky
will instruct the fundamentals of tennis including ground-
strokes, volleys, serves, and game play. For ages 6-16, five
week-long sessions will be offered.

Beach Volleyball. Skyhawks Volleyball takes the energy and
excitement of this great team sport and puts it together into

one fun-filled camp. All aspects of the game are taught
through drills and exercises that focus on passing, setting, hit-
ting, and serving. For ages 11-15, held August 8-11 from 9
a.m.-12 noon at Hubbard Field.

Slamma Jamma Basketball Camp. The camp is built on
individual instruction and fundamentals led by Class S State
Champions Coach Woods & VRHS players. Our goal is to
provide drills and games that will help your child become a
better basketball player. As the saying goes, “Basketball play-
ers are made during the summer and perform in the winter.”
Every camper gets a Slamma-Jamma t-shirt, basketball, and
certificate. For grades K-8, four sessions will be offered during
the weeks of July 5-8 and August 1-5.

Between the Lines Baseball Camp. Our camp will help
your baseball player improve their overall baseball skills.
Fundamentals will be taught through appropriate drills, tech-
niques, and various games. For ages 8-11, held July 11-14,
from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. at Comstock Park Little League Field.

Football Camp & Boys & Girls Lax Camps—Summer 2011.
More information to come, contact Park and Recreation.

Summer Concert Series 2011. Spend your Wednesday
evenings with Essex Park and Recreation enjoying the sounds
of great music. Country, jazz, classic rock, acoustic blues, and
more, make a beautiful summer evening in our parks. Our
venue changes each week letting everyone enjoy our town
greens in Ivoryton and Essex. All concerts are free!

ESSEX EVENTS • QUARTER 2 • 2011

www.eventsmagazines.com18

BALLEK’S
GARDENCENTER

860-873-8878
OPEN YEAR-ROUND

FULL SERVICE GARDEN CENTER
Great Selection of Annuals, Perennials, Trees & Shrubs

FULL SERVICE FLORIST
Gardening Gifts, Fresh Cut Flowers, Bloomnet

LANDSCAPING
Walls, Walks, Patios, Tree and Garden Installation

Maple Avenue, East Haddam, CT
www.BalleksGardenCenter.com

Call Now For Spring Landscaping!

ESSEX HARDWARE

767-0077
3 MAIN STREET/CENTERBROOK

STORE HOURS
Monday – Friday 7 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

Saturday 7 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sunday 9 a.m. - Noon

Builders Hardware • Plumbing Supplies
Garden Supplies & Tools

Electrical Supplies

• Stanley Hand Tools •
• Milwaukee Power Tools •

• Saws and Tool Sharpening •
• Keys Made • Paints • Glass •

NEW
PROPANE

EXCHANGE

Continued on page 22

• Park & Recreation continued from page 16 •
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Essex: Circa 1810 Farmhouse offers 3BRs, 2
baths & was totally renovated in 2001. Set on
1.62 acres, this lovely property is a combina-
tion of meadow, woodland pasture & spring
fed pond. Essex Village is just a mile away.
M9121869 $635,000
Colette Harron 860.304.2391

Essex: Village living at its best. New first
floor luxury condo nestled among antique
homes and w/views of CT river. Highest
quality materials, fabulous kit. w/granite &
high end appliances. Private entrance, large
covered pillared porch, garage, ample storage.
M9124211 $585,000
Donn Holland 860.227.4737

Essex:Wonderful village location. Adorable
l961 Cape w/3BRs, 2 baths, lovely bright DR,
and formal LR w/fpl. Water at the end of
street, 10 minute walk to village shops,
restaurants and CT River.
M9122568 $449,000
Leslie Sullivan 860.391.3337

Essex: “Sandcastle,” magnificent 6,000 SF
waterfront home offers privacy, stunning
views. Dock on the CT River. Gorgeous 4.4
acres w/pond. First floor MBR, 4BRs, 5.1
baths. Near Essex Village and marinas.
Spectacular! 151RiverRoad.com
M9120999 $2,650,000
Rick Weiner 860.227.3191

Essex: A landmark Village residence of
significant and historical architectural
distinction, the Maria Post House, built in the
Greek Revival genre, has graciously moved
from circa 1851 to the present.
M9122148 $1,795,000
Helen Sant’Andrea 860.227.6631
Jennifer & Jane Associates 860.227.6634

Essex: This beautiful and carefully main-
tained historic property, the Stephen W.
Starkey House, is sited on a lovely landscaped
lot with room for a garage or barn. Exquisitely
updated bathrooms and a flexible open floor
plan make this a delightful village home!
M9126977 $725,000
Jennifer & Jane Associates 860.227.6634

Essex:Well maintained country Cape within
walking distance to Essex village. Open
kitchen/dining room w/fireplace. Large LR
with fireplace. Master bedroom suite with lots
of closet, large bath and separate sitting area.
Two 1st floor bedrooms and baths.
M9124591 $423,000
Joe Kelly 860.287.1222

Essex: Stylish Ranch set on landscaped lot.
Gourmet kitchen with exquisite craftsman-
ship, large sunken living room with a VT
castings blower fireplace and custom built-ins
and moldings. A house with real character
within minutes of Essex village.
M9126956 $349,000
Ellen Henderson 860.961.9643

Centerbrook: Diamond in the rough! Bring
your imagination to this solid turn of the
century home. Gorgeous property with water
frontage. Large barn/outbuilding has lots of
possibilities. Needs work but worth the effort.
House in Commercial Zone.
M9124626 $299,000
Margaret Very 860.227.0216
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You’re in for a treat on Saturday, May 7. The
Essex Garden Club May Market will have a
one-day extravaganza in Town Park on Main
Street. Updated by talented Garden Club mem-
bers under the guidance of Phyllis Graf and
Renate Houchin, this is a new kind of May
Market.

There will be an exciting Silent Auction Tent,
chaired by the dynamic Alyson Danyliw, fea-
turing an incredible array of goods and services
donated by 25 local businesses—many of them
from favorite Main Street merchants. We can’t
give you the whole list now, but we can tell
you there will be lots of exciting items – an
overnight reservation at an inn, a dozen roses
per month for a year, a personalized home/
garden photo album, a handcrafted birdhouse,
theatre tickets, and exciting gift certificates.
And everyone, whether you garden or not—can put in a bid.
This Big Tent Silent Auction will be a centerpiece of the new
May Market.

Other special departments include the Gar-
den Accents Tent filled with treasures—small
troughs filled with succulents, iron arts trellises,
topiary frames in the shapes of turtles, mush-
rooms and teddy bears, fashionable hand-made
tote bags knitted by garden club members of
recycled plastic, (You have to see these!) The
Herbery Tent will feature crated moss-lined
boxes and baskets ready to go or which can be
personalized with your own hand-picked com-
bination of hearty herbs. Also available will be
a selection of champagne mustards and famous
Essex Garden Club garlic salt. Garden Treasures
has collected all sorts of slightly used garden
and household items. And back again this
year– last year’s favorite booth–the Jewelry
Tree, coordinated by Tia Smith. Here you’ll find
an extensive and superb collection of vintage

bangles, earrings, necklaces and pins.
Always the star of Essex May Market is the ever-popular

Members Plants Tent. People have been coming to Essex on
May Market Day for years from all over New England to take
advantage of the healthy plants dug and nurtured by Garden
Club members. And, an early sell-out in the Members Plants
department each year are the many varieties of tomato plants
grown from seed and cultivated carefully under the supervi-
sion of plant specialist Coral Rahn. People start lining up at 8
a.m. to get the finest specimens. One couple from Maine who
has been coming each May for the last 10 or 12 years says
that plants from Essex May Market Members Tent are the best
buys in New England. On the other side of the park, the
Annuals Tent will be stocked with the healthiest hanging baskets,
geraniums, patio tomatoes. and blooming annuals available.

The date again is SATURDAY, MAY 7. Opening bell is at
9 a.m. Auction bidding will close at 1:30. And the May Market
Fair will close at 2:00. Our charming Garden Café, run by
DeDe Charnoff and Gay Thorn, will feature sandwiches, hot
dogs, clam chowder, and DeDe and Gay’s famous Lavender
Cupcakes and Red Velvet Cupcakes. Don’t miss May Market.
It is a true Essex Event! We promise you’ll enjoy it.

May Market Saturday in the Park – An Essex
Garden Club Extravaganza
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The Shoreline Soup Kitchens & Pantries provides food
and fellowship to those in need. Serving the towns of Essex,
Chester, Clinton, Madison, Old Saybrook, East Lyme, Lyme,
Old Lyme, Killingworth, Westbrook and Deep River.

Learn how you can help at:

WWW.SHORELINESOUPKITCHENS.ORG
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Please Join Us For Our
GRAND RE-OPENING!

16 Main Street
Chester

Friday, May 6
5 - 8 PM

during Chester’s May Daze Night Stroll

860.526.1200
Visit us at www.C21Heritage.com

Heritage Company

�
�

Art
madison

cinemas

761 Boston Post Road
P.O. Box 270, Madison, CT 06443

203.245.3456
www.madisonartcinemas.com

CT Clean Energy Options Program –
Spring 2011 Update

As of December 2010, Essex had 227 Clean Energy points.
Currently 6.4 percent of the residents – or 191 customers –
are involved in the program. Essex ranks twelfth in the state
with regard to the household penetration rate. Due to a recent
change in the program, every 200 points entitles the town to
a free 2 kWh solar array including installation provided by the
CT Clean Energy Fund. With another 73 points, the CT Clean
Energy Fund will give Essex a 2 kWh solar array for installa-
tion on a public building.

Essex Citizens for Clean Energy want to thank the town offi-
cials and employees and all of the residents, businesses, and
organizations that have chosen to participate in this program.
You have made a choice for a cleaner environment and a
reduction in carbon-dioxide emissions. We will all benefit by
reducing the impacts of climate change.

To those people who have not yet enrolled, please consider
joining the program.

• Each household can reduce carbon dioxide emissions by
about 7400 pounds annually.

• You can help increase our national security by reducing
our dependence on foreign fossil fuels and increasing the
diversity of our energy resources.

• You will be patriotic and strengthen our economy by
investing in it.

• You can reduce pollution from coal-, natural gas-, and
oil-fired power plants.

• You can help to insure a clean, sustainable, and cost-
efficient energy future.

Enroll online at www.essexct.gov.

DO YOU WANT TO LOWER YOUR ENERGY COSTS?
Go to www.ctenergyinfo.com to select a less expensive

supplier of your electricity. Also, check out Home Energy
Solutions at www.cl-p.com or call 1-877-WISE-USE for more
information.
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July 6, Middletown Symphonic Band, Essex Main Street
July 13, Long Island Sound, Ivoryton Green
July 20, Blues on the Rocks, Essex Main Street
July 27, Gold Rush, Ivoryton Green
Aug. 3, Shiny Lapel Trio, Essex Main Street
Aug. 10, Amalgamated Muck, Ivoryton Green
Aug. 17, Rain Date—TBA, Essex Main Street

6th Annual Ivoryton Village Fourth of July Parade. The 6th
Annual Ivoryton Village Fourth of July Parade will take place
on Monday July 4th, 2011 (rain date, July 5). Stepping off
from the old piano factory at 10:00 a.m., the parade will wind

its way through the streets of Ivoryton before ending at the
Ivoryton Green, where there will be a patriotic ceremony. The
Parade Committee extends an invitation to all residents of the
town of Essex! Gather your family, neighbors, groups of any
kind and decorate your bike, scooter, wagon, tractor, truck, or
antique car. Come march with us on the 4th of July! Call Susie
Beckman for more information at 860-767-9755.

Viney Hill Beach Party. Celebrate the end of summer on
August 27 from 11 a.m.-2 p.m. at beautiful Viney Hill Brook
Park with a beach party! The Park and Recreation Commission
sponsors this event as a thank you to the residents and com-
munity organizations of Essex. Our party features swimming,
a guided hike, sand castle building contest, bounce house,
live music, refreshments, and more!

Contact Us! As always, we welcome hearing from you on
our programs, parks, and the operations of our department.
Remember to visit our website for updated announcements
and program information, go to the Town website www.essex
ct.gov, click on “Park and Recreation” on the right side of the
page. We offer online registrations and many people are tak-
ing advantage of this convenience. Join us on Facebook as a
way to hear about our department and interact with our
friends. Please call Program Coordinator MaryEllen Barnes at
860-767-4340 x110 or Park and Recreation Director Rick
Audet at 860-767-4340 x148 anytime.
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presents

Summer Princess Programs
Treat your little princess to the
magical adventure of a lifetime!

These unique week-long enrichment programs will
feature a different princess everyday, and
include: Kindermusik songs and activities,

a storybook dance class, art projects,
memorable movie clips,

and more...
Call or email for information or registration

A GRAND JETE AWAY FROM THE GOODSPEED

860.754.4304
enchanted-castle@att.net

Welch/Standish
Insurance
Bentley T. Welch
Principal/Broker

FOUR REASONS TO BUY
FROMWSI:

CALL US TODAY TO EXPERIENCE
THE DIFFERENCE!

AUTO•HOME•BOAT
COMMERCIAL •HEALTH•LIFE

welchstandishinsurance.com

• Highly Competitive Rates
• Local Independent Offices
• Financially Sound Carriers
• Excellent Personalized Service

53 Hope Street
Niantic, CT 06357
860-739-0066

26 Pratt Street
Essex, CT 06426
860-767-3100

• Park & Recreation continued from page 18 •

CONSTRUCTION CO., INC.

NEW HOMES, REMODELING & ADDITIONS

60 PLAINS ROAD
ESSEX, CT 06426

(860) 767-8072 OFFICE
info@bogaertconstruction.com

HIC. 0523107, NHC. 0000170
GENERAL CONTRACTORS

NEW HOMES, REMODELING & ADDITIONS

(860) 767-8072 OFFICE
www.bogaertconstruction.com

HIC. 0523107, NHC. 0000170
GENERAL CONTRACTORS
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Essex - $659,900. Beautiful new Colonial home in
quiet cul de sac neighborhood. State of the art
kitchen, sun filled great rm, spacious master suite,
masonry frplce in formal living rm. Situated on
landscaped acre private lot set back from road.
860-304-9150
Joel-Lucas.com

Essex - $385,000. Charming antique, close to
Essex Village. Many original features, beautiful fire-
place with oven. Wrap around porch overlooking
private, lovely yard. 2/3 bedrooms, full bath on 1st
floor. 2 car detached garage.
MargueriteMattison.com 860-510-2848
JanetDuncan.net 860-227-3730

Essex - $349,900. Well maintained 4 bedroom, 3
full bath Colonial with finished walkout basement.
Situated on a quiet street with a private backyard
and spacious deck.
860-227-9798
PeterBonanno.com

Old Saybrook - $859,900. WATERFRONT.
Spectacular views of South Cove from this Cape in
Fenwood Beach Association. Features include 1st
floor master bedroom, 2 FPs, hardwood floors, 2
car garage w/floored attic, private location on .55
acres.
860-767-2636 x154
RettaVickstrom.com

Old Saybrook - $399,900. Mint condition expanded
Ranch on pretty acre lot & fantastic cul-de-sac
street of beautiful homes. Inc 1st flr master suite,
large great rm w/frplce & sliders to rear porch.
Walk to Ayers Point & Otter Cove! Not to be
missed!
860-304-9150
Joel-Lucas.com

Westbrook - $369,900. Charming 1920’s beach
home, lovingly maintained by one family for 60
years, complete w/furniture & accessories. Original
wainscoting, stone FP, claw foot tub. Short stroll to
beautiful beach. Move right in & enjoy the summer!
860-559-0742
ConstanceObrien.net

Essex - $214,900. Located in heart of Historic
Essex Village. Winter waterviews, steps to shops,
galleries, restaurants, the riverfront. 2nd flr one
level living. Open flr plan, new heating & cooling
sys, new washer & dryer.
860-227-9798
PeterBonanno.com

Old Lyme - $890,000. Charming house @ Old
Lyme Shores, short walk to beautiful sandy beach.
4BRs, LR w/fireplace, hardwood flrs, enclosed
porch. Private yard, deck, playscape, detached
garage. Views. Perfect location for special summer
memories.
860-510-2848
MargueriteMattison.com

Old Lyme - $439,000. Known as the “Arbor
House”, this charming c.1800 Colonial is located in
the historic Boxwood Condo Assoc. but is free-
standing w/very private yard & gardens. LR w/FP,
DR, 2BRs w/baths, delightful KT, 2C gar, terrace &
porches.
RogerParkman.com 203-676-1061
DianeGregory.com 860-395-8433
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The Connecticut River Museum is offering week-long summer
camps that promise adventure and exploration for children
age 6 through 12.

Colonial Survival Camp. July 11 - 15. Ages 6 - 10. Travel
back in time and discover what life was like on a valley farm
in the 1600s. Spend the week at historic Bushnell Farm in Old
Saybrook investigating colonial life - build a timber frame
barn, learn to weave and work in a heritage garden. You’ll also
make and play historic games and be a part of a Market Day.

Return to Colonial Life. July 18 - 22. Ages 9 - 12. Did you
survive Colonial Life last summer? Are you ready to return to
the past? Come back to beautiful Bushnell Farm for a week of
new activities! Leave 2011 behind and become a member of
a colonial community, working and playing with fellow citi-
zens. Try your hand at farming activities, daily chores, and
woodworking projects. Take part in a school day and cook a
meal on the open hearth.

Wild River. July 25 - 29. Ages 6 - 9. Discover what is over,
under, and along the Connecticut River. Spend the week explor-
ing the river, studying the fish, plants, birds, and animals that call
it home. Try your hand at catching critters using dip and seine

Summer Adventure Starts at
Connecticut River Museum Camps!
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TRENDOWSKI & ALLEN, P.C. 
 

Civil and Criminal Trials  
in All Courts 

Because we understand how daunting the  
legal process can be, our attorneys are  

committed to guiding you every step of the way.   
 

Family Law  Criminal Law   
DUI Defense  Personal Injury 

Civil Litigation  Collections  Foreclosures   
Real Estate Transactions & Litigation 

Liquor Liability & Licensing  
 Wills, Probate & Children 

 

We take pride in providing personalized  
representation tailored to meet the individual 

needs of each and every client. 
 

www.TrendowskiLaw.com 
TEL.  860.767.9044 

PilatesforLife 
Continued on page 25
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nets, search for animal tracks, learn how to “read” the river and
find out what is around the bend as we journey upstream. Finish
the week creating a mini exhibit to share your discoveries!

Life at Sea. August 1 - 5. Ages 9 - 12. Ahoy Matey! Join the
crew and learn to survive on the high seas as a Privateer.
Exciting hands-on activities will include shipbuilding, rope
making, knot tying, scrimshaw, navigation, sea chanteys, and
more. Even try your hand at creating a boat design and test-
ing your model in a race. Sail on a historic wooden schooner,
navigate the river, and search for privateers.

Digging into the Past. August 8 - 12. Ages 9 - 12. What
treasures lay buried beneath our feet? What clues do they
reveal about the past? Join us for a week of discovery and
adventure as we search for answers! Explorations will take us
to Nott Island, Bushnell Farm, and other mysterious sites.
Using archaeological tools and techniques we will uncover
the stories of the past.

River Rangers. August 15 - 19. Ages 9 - 12. Exploration and
adventure await when you join the River Rangers and chal-
lenge yourself to find out all you can about the river. Spend
each day in coves, on islands, and on the water, conducting
experiments, gathering samples, and building a study lab in
the museum.

Camp sessions are Monday - Friday from 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
daily. Aftercare is available from 1:00 - 3:00 p.m. Program

Fee: Family Members $170/week. Nonmembers $185/week.
Aftercare Fee: Members $80/week. Nonmembers $90/week.

Phone the CRM Education Department at 860-767-8269
ext. 13 or email jwhitedobbs@ctrivermuseum.org for more
information.
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• River Museum Camps continued from page 24 •

The Connecticut River Museum is offering week-long summer camps that
promise adventure and exploration for children age 6 through 12.
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As the recession continues, more and more people are
finding themselves in jobless situations where they do not
know how to help themselves.

There are social service programs available, but none are
capable of eliminating huge expenses. Because of that, peo-
ple need to take certain steps as soon as trouble hits.

Start by assessing your own resolve. It is important to face
the fact that a new job may not be forthcoming right away. Job
openings are few and the competition is fierce. Denial or
unreasonable expectations often lead to tragedy.

Your best chance is to deal with the problems head-on.
Make immediate, cost-reducing changes to your lifestyle.
Become frugal to stretch out what savings or supplemental
income you have.

Depression can reduce your marketability and job seeking
effort. How you face the coming challenges will determine
your success or failure.You need to be strong and mentally alert
during tough times. Unfortunately, the onset of depression
often follows job loss. Not getting hired right away only makes
things worse. If you feel depressed, get help! Turn to someone
close to you, a professional, or a job-networking support group.
Don’t make the mistake of turning to drugs or alcohol for
comfort.

Make a realistic assessment of your situation. You have
expenses that need to be paid regularly, such as rent or mort-
gage, heating fuel, phone, and electricity. Car payments and
car taxes are also priorities. On top of all this, you have to
keep food on the table and maintain your health. That
includes a positive outlook. If you have children or a spouse,
you have to see to their basic and emotional needs as well.
Cut back on unessential expenses.

Pushing credit card limits is not the answer. Avoid building
up debt that will make it impossible for you to fully recover
after you find work. Interest rates can cripple you even in bet-
ter times.

If you’re having trouble paying bills, contact your electric
company right away and let them know your situation. Ask
what assistance programs are available. They will be happy to
work with you. If you just stop paying your bills, however, they
will view you as willfully delinquent and will eventually shut
off your power and ruin your credit. DON’T WAIT! Utility
companies have ways of helping people who show a good
faith effort, including a forgiveness program with reduced
monthly payments.

You should probably communicate with your mortgage
company or landlord for the very same reasons. It is surprising

Surviving Bad Times
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Budget Blinds ® has a Style
for every point of view!

• Shutters
• Wood Blinds
• Honeycomb Shades
• Roller Shades
• Vertical Blinds
• Silhouettes®
• Woven Wood
• Roman Shades
• Professional Measuring
& Installation

We Bring our Showroom
to Your Home

We Service What
We Sell

860.399.6442
ask for Pat orMarc

Happy Hour and Late Night Specials
Sun-Thurs: 3-6 pm & 9-11 pm in the bar  

 

$3.50 Well Drinks 
 

$2.50 Bud&Bud Light, C0ors&Coors Light, Miller, 
Rolling Rock (bottles) 

Monday-Xbox Kinect Tournaments 
Tuesday- Open Mic Night 

Wednesday- Mug Club  
Thursday-Karaoke 
Friday-Live Music 

 
20 Beers On Tap 

33 Main Street, Chester, CT 
 860-526-8143 

 

Continued on page 27
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how helpful they can be if you work with them before your
debt becomes too large to handle. If you are able to refinance
at a lower rate, do so before the rates increase.

Consider applying for seasonal energy assistance through
CRT in Middletown or through your local social services rep-
resentative.

If you were just laid off from a job, contact the Labor
Department in Middletown at 860 344-2993 to initiate an
application for unemployment benefits, or 860 754-5000 for
a worker if you have questions. It pays to apply for benefits
even if you think you are not eligible. If you are denied, ask
for a hearing. Many companies automatically deny benefits
but never show up for the hearing, which places you in a
good position.

Fix up your resume for success. There are support groups
and professionals at the Labor Department who can help you
with this.

Learn to do a job search online. There are many web sites
available to help you with that. The most popular is
Monster.com. CareerBuilder.com is another. The Labor
Department can give you a list of helpful resources. Check
daily, so that you are among the first to apply for the job that
you want.

Temporary employment can provide a means to survive
until better jobs become available. They may pay less than
you are used to, but take pride in your efforts to do the best
for yourself and your family.

One of the most difficult things to face is knowing that you
cannot afford to keep your home. Call your mortgage com-
pany early on and ask for advice. There are no government
assistance programs that will help pay a $2,000 a month
mortgage payment. Waiting month after month without mak-
ing payments not only places you in incredible debt, it ruins
your credit rating. You may have to place your house on the
market to avoid foreclosure.

We are blessed in our area by incredible food pantries
where quality nourishment is available for the asking. What
you don’t have to pay for food can go to other bills. Contact
your local social services department for more information.

The important lesson to learn from all this is not to wait
until problems grow into emergencies. Be as proactive as
possible. Attend support groups. Educate yourself about job
interview techniques and how to spruce up your resume. Find
good answers to trick questions that recruiters might ask. Be
sure to dress and groom appropriately for your interview.

If you don’t get the job, try to learn how you might inter-
view better next time.

Depending on your age, you may be eligible for early
retirement or Social Security. It pays to look into these poten-
tial avenues. Even a small pension from an old job can help
you weather bad times.

If you need advice, call the appropriate person at your
town hall. In Essex, call 860 767-4340, Ext. 201.
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the fish sisters 
clothing & accessories 

Come shop all the names you love! Like Bryn 
Walker, Flax, Iridium, Nomadic Traders,  

Cut Loose and more, in fresh styles and colors.  
And Baggallini too! 

2 norwich road, east haddam, ct 06423   
860-873-1326 

Hours: Tuesday-Saturday 10-5, Sunday 11-5 

(Just up the road from the Goodspeed!) 

spring has sprung! 

• Surviving Bad Times continued from page 26 •
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“These are the times that try men’s souls.” — Thomas Paine

On one hand, the last few decades have introduced incred-
ible advancements in technology. New conveniences crop up
every day. The abundance and variety of foods at the local
market is something I never imagined as a child. On the sur-
face, it appears that we are living in “the best of times,” to
quote Charles Dickens. But the best of times was only half of
that famous quote. In certain respects we are living in “the
worst of times” as well.

Wars, terrorism, unemployment, a fragile economy just ris-
ing from the brink of collapse, and a society so distracted by
technology and constant entertainment it can scarcely uphold
the things that are meaningful. The once-healthy tension of
political ideologies now has many of us snapping at each
other’s throats. Inappropriate fears and anger are being
encouraged by the media to the point that it threatens every-
thing we believe in. As individuals, we feel little hope in
changing things for the better.

You and I have little or no control over the wars and poli-
tics of the Middle East. We just inherit the debt and mourn the
losses. The insanity of terrorism lies outside our influence as
well. Many, if not most of us, continue to suffer in various

respects from current economic conditions. As for the media,
we can always turn a skeptical ear away from the propa-
ganda, or write letters of complaint, or change the channel, or
shut the radio and television off.

But there is something positive that we can do also, some-
thing we have to do if we hope to protect the very best of our
own human nature. We can stop allowing ourselves to be
shaped by the events around us, including the proliferation of
anger and fear. We can live up to the principles we really
believe in. Our patriotism need not be limited to regional
concerns but can include the overall ideals that America was
founded upon.

We can start by displaying the healthy self-control and
moral dignity of acting with courtesy toward others. Yelling,
threats, and angry demonstrations are signs of regression, not
patriotism or heroism. The inability to communicate with
courtesy and reason is not something to be admired. It is not
a sign of strength. It is a sign of weakness, a refuge for those
who do not know how to cope or effect change properly.

Some adopt bullish behavior and use it to get what they
want. What they fail to realize is that such victories come at a
terrible cost. When social courtesies are ignored, the society
becomes more coarse, more unreasonable, more contentious.

Time for Courtesy
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Excellence on the
Connecticut Shoreline!

FOR ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS

P.O. Box 219
Westbrook, CT 06498

860-399-7813
Visit us at

www.cushinggroup.com

THE
CUSHING

GROUP
Real Estate Services

Westbrook
Elegant Colonial - $749,000

Quality built, builder’s own 4 bedroom Master with 2
walk-in Closets, Spa bath, Chef’s kitchen, Granite, Isle,
Great Room w/Stone Fireplace. Gleaming Hardwood
Floors, private Home Office and more! No-care
Hardiplank siding, 2+ private acres. Stone Walls, Deck
overlooking nature at its best.
Call for convenient appointment; 860-662-0814.

Old Saybrook
In-Town Condo - $249,900

2 Bedroom 2 level townhouse condo,
complete with many updates. Walk to
town, easy access to town beach,
Saybrook Point, shopping, restau-
rants, and major hwys. 30 min to
Casinos. Enjoy Summer, weekends,
or year round.

Rose Marie Cushing, Broker
Mike Cushing, Realtor

VISIT OUR OFFICE OPEN HOUSE
Meet the Real Estate experts

Where: 56 Plains Road, Essex, CT When: May 14
Enjoy Refreshments Time: 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Information and Consultations Available
Real Estate - Mortgage - Insurance - Remodeling

Residential Sales, New Construction, Investment Properties,
Property Management

Senior Specialist, Sellers Representative Specialist
(860) 526-6800 • www.ChesterVillageWestLCS.com

Continued on page 29
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Temporary personal gains produce long-term losses. Problems
multiply and resolutions are thwarted. Instead of teaching our
children proper behavior that will make them happy and
capable, we slight their growth with all the wrong lessons.

As a civilized people, we actually start to devolve. Even
freedom loses its main significance, which is the attainment
of our full potential.

Our nation was founded on ideals based on reason and
virtue. If we do not incorporate reason and virtue into our
relationships with other people, including strangers, we are
not living up to the expectations of our founders. That
includes courtesy.

We do live in the best and worst of times. And yes, they try
our souls. But we must not succumb to barbarity. We must
not only defend our ideals, we must live up to them as well.

The Golden Rule tells us to “do unto others as you would
have them do unto you.” That was written thousands of years
ago. That it has morphed into “do unto others before they do
unto you” is something that should shock us all into serious
reflection.

It is time that we take our behavior seriously in everything
we do.

— Dean Jacques
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• Septic Systems

• Sewer Connections

• Complete Site work

• Drainage Solutions

• City Water Connections

• Dam Repair

• Licensed Professional
Engineer on Staff

P.O. BOX 327
CHESTER, CT 06412

RED.LLC@COMCAST.NET

860-526-8948

“One of the nation’s top Youth Programs.”
Child Magazine

www.bushyhill.org
860-767-2148

ivoryton, ct

son’’s tiOne of the nat“ ”ms.ag
M
rarrogrouth PPrp YYouth Pos tto

azineMaggazine
ogr

• Courtesy continued from page 28 •

181 Main Street, Deep River, Connecticut

526-0884
~ HOURS ~

Mon - Thurs: 11:30 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Fri-Sat: 11:30 a.m. to 10 p.m.

Sunday: 3 p.m. to 9 p.m.

Ask About Our Daily Specials
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The Pratt House. Opens June 4! The Pratt House opens
June 4 for tours Friday - Sunday from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. The
Pratt House was home to ten generations of the Pratt family
for over 200 years. The oldest section of the house was built
in 1701 and was expanded with two later additions to adapt
to the family’s changing needs. It has been a museum and
showplace since 1952, when it was acquired by Historic New
England, who subsequently deeded the property to the Essex
Historical Society in 1985.

The house spans a period of Essex history from its agrarian
stage to its maritime stage, dominated by the building of sail-
ing ships, to its early industrial stage, dominated by the ivory
industry. Our docents will discuss the area’s history and guide
visitors through the museum. The house includes a typical
eighteenth-century kitchen with a large open hearth and
home furnishings from two centuries. A barn on the site
houses various exhibits, including an antique loom that is still
in use by our weavers. Behind the barn is a recently restored
two-seater outhouse complete with its original wallpaper. The
property also includes a period kitchen herb garden adjacent
to the house and a recently added community garden, remi-
niscent of the property’s agricultural roots.

The society is preparing for
the upcoming tour season and
is recruiting individuals inter-
ested in becoming docents to
augment our current staff of
seasoned docents. We hope
that an expanded corps of
docent volunteers will allow
the museum to be opened
more days during the summer,
as we are now only able to be
open on weekends. In addition
to learning about the 300-year-
old house and the town’s
history, docents will learn
about the significant furniture
and artwork within the house
from an antique expert.

The Essex Historical Society is proud of its showplace and
invites you to take a Pratt House tour and/or volunteer as a
docent. Bette Taylor and Mary Ann Pleva, docent co-chairs,
are coordinating docent activities and training. If you are

Essex Historical Society
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An EHS Town Crier Heralds
the Annual Opening of the

Pratt House.

Continued on page 31

SXEvents2Q11v4:OldSaybrookEvents.V.6N.1  4/24/11  8:26 PM  Page 30



ESSEX EVENTS • QUARTER 2 • 2011

www.eventsmagazines.com 31

EX TENS IVE W INE COLLECT ION
BEER
SODA

L IQUOR
ICE

& LOT TO
FREE DEL IVERY

SHORE D I SCOUNT L IQUORS
211 MA IN S TREE T

DEEP R IVER , CT 06417
860 . 526 . 5197

860 . 526 . 5413 FAX

94 W. MA IN S TREE T
CL IN TON , CT 06413

860 - 669 - 3595
(OCEAN STATE JOB LOT PLAZA)

WNBRSEL LER@AOL .COM WWW.CTW INE .NE T

interested in more information on tours or volunteering, call
767-0681.

Join EHS in 2011!
Join the Essex Historical Society! Visit us online at essex-

history.org for more information and a membership form.
Members: keep your dues current by sending them to: EHS

Treasurer, Essex Historical Society, P.O. Box 123, Essex, CT
06426.

Gather in the Garden. An English Garden Party & Tours.
An elegant cocktail party at the garden of Howard and Peggy
Tuttle. June 9, 5-7 p.m. Live Music, Fine Wines & Hors
d ‘Oeuvres. Contact: Peggy Tuttle 860-767-7916, peggytuttle@
gmail.com.

• Historical Society continued from page 30 •

www.central-insurance.com

ARCHAMBAULT INSURANCE, INC.

2 North Main Street
P.O. Box C

Chester, CT 06412-0362

Personal &
Business Insurance

(860) 526-9587
Fax: (860) 526-2412

www.archambaultinsurance.com

The Pratt House 

U

SXEvents2Q11v4:OldSaybrookEvents.V.6N.1  4/24/11  8:26 PM  Page 31



ESSEX EVENTS • QUARTER 2 • 2011

www.eventsmagazines.com32

Estuary Council of Seniors, Inc. has been serving seniors in
the nine-town Estuary region for thirty-five years. Call us to
receive our Gazette Newsletter or go to www.ecsenior.org
for our online newsletter, calendar, menu, and more.

Donate Your Car or Boat to the Estuary Council. Turn your
car or boat into a tax deduction by calling 1-800-716-5868.
Vehicle does not have to run. Proceeds benefit the vital ser-
vices we provide in the nine-town Estuary Region.

HEALTH & WELLNESS EXPO; May 7 from 9 a.m. – Noon.
Save the Date. Get healthy at the Estuary Council, 220 Main

Street, Old Saybrook. Take a few moments on Saturday, May
7 and come to the Estuary. Health experts from a variety of
fields and expertise will be here to talk about ways you can
improve your health.

GET CONNECTED! The Estuary Council is now WiFi! Bring
your laptop, iPad, or smartphone with you and get free WiFi
connection. Enjoy a peaceful atmosphere overlooking North
Cove while you connect. Don’t forget – our Computer Club
meets every Monday to discuss new technology, gadgets,
websites, and trouble shoot. Everyone is welcome to join this
free group each week.

Save the Date! Our annual Autumn on the Dock Wine
Tasting and Auction will happen on Sunday, September 18 –
so mark your calendars now.

Volunteer Open House – The Estuary Council is hosting our
annual Volunteer Open House, where all ages are welcome to
come in and speak to various local nonprofit organizations
about their volunteer needs. Watch local newspapers or our
website for an announcement of the date and time.

INTERESTED IN WOODCARVING? 1st and 3rd
Wednesday at 9 a.m. Beginners to advanced levels welcome.
This group of men and women met and did their first project.
Call Ed Gorman at 860-388-5737 for more information.

STAN GREIMANN ESTUARY MEDICAL OUTPATIENT
TRANSPORTATION. For medical appointments, to any med-
ical location beyond the nine-town estuary region.Call Judy at
388-1611. Suggested donation of $25. EMOTS is supported
by the Senior Resources Agency on Aging with Title III funds
available under the Older Americans Act.

CAFÉ MEAL SITES – Chester, Clinton, Old Lyme, Old Saybrook,
& Westbrook. Reservations required by calling 860-388-1611
by 11 a.m., 24 hours in advance.

MEALS ON WHEELS – Hot meals delivered to your home.
Call Diane at 388-1611. A $2.50 donation request for those
aged 60+ ; otherwise cost is $6.25. Meals are supported by
Senior Resources Agency on Aging with Title III funds available
under the Older Americans Act.

CLASSES AND ACTIVITIES: Billiards, Ping Pong, Yoga,
Exercise Classes, Mah Jongg, Wii, Tai Chi, Cribbage, Writer’s
Group, Book Club, Quilter’s Group, Dominoes,
Needlecrafters, Hand and Foot, and more.

ESTUARY THRIFT SHOP: Hours are from 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Mon. - Fri. and 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. on Saturdays. Clothes (men,
women, and children), kitchen items, crafts, and more available!
Donations are accepted and volunteers always needed.

Estuary Council

AJ Shea Construction LLC
192 Westbrook Road, Essex, CT 06426

www.ajshea.com
860.767.2969

Connections to SouthEast Area Transit buses in
Niantic, DATTCO S Route in Madison, Middletown

Transit and CT Transit Hartford in Middletown

Provides Public Transportation to 
portions of Chester, Clinton, Deep River,

Essex, Killingworth, Lyme, Old Lyme, 
Old Saybrook & Westbrook

SERVICE IS AVAILABLE TO ALL –
NO AGE RESTRICTIONS

Nine Town Transit is Operated by the 
Estuary Transit District

Call 860.510.0429
www.estuarytransit.org

For town updates & information:

WWW.ESSEXCT.COM
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ATTORNEY
PETER CHARBONNIER.........................(860) 526-1780
POLITO & QUINN ..............................(860) 447-3300
TRENDOWSKI & ALLEN .......................(860) 767-9044

AUTO DETAILING SERVICES
NEW ENGLAND AUTO DETAILING............(860) 767-7600

AUTO SERVICE
AUTO SERVICE OF OLD SAYBROOK..........(860) 388-6838

BANKS
ESSEX SAVINGS BANK ........................ (860) 767-2573

BOOKS
ESSEX BOOKS ................................. (860) 767-1707

BUILDERS/CONTRACTORS
MARK REEVES, BUILDER......................(860) 388-3825
ESSEX SQUARED ...............................(860) 767-2847
CREATIVE DESIGN BUILDERS .................(860) 767-2783

CAMPS
BUSHY HILL NATURE CAMP ..................(860) 767-2148
PEQUOT SHERWOOD DAY CAMP.............(860) 767-0848
YPI - CREATIVE ARTS .........................(860) 918-3155

CHILDREN’S DANCE & MUSIC
THE ENCHANTED CASTLE ....................(860) 754-4304

COMPUTER SERVICES
ENTERPRISE COMPUTER......................(860) 664-3730

EXCAVATION
RED CONSTRUCTION..........................(860) 526-8948

FINANCIAL SERVICES
SULLIVAN FINANCIAL GROUP ...............(860) 388-9628

FITNESS
PILATES FOR LIFE ............................(860) 227-5790

FINE CLOTHING
THE FISH SISTERS .............................(860) 873-1326

FRAMING
ESSEX HOUSE OF FRAMING .................(860) 767-1289

GARDEN/LANDSCAPE
BALLEK’S GARDEN CENTER .....................(860) 873-8878

BOMBACI TREE EXPERTS .....................(860) 767-1752
GREENSCAPE OF CLINTON ...................(860) 669-1880

GIFT STORES
GRACIE’S CORNER ............................(860) 767-2350
TOYS AHOY.....................................(860) 767-2067

HARDWARE
ESSEX HARDWARE ............................(860) 767-0077

HEALTHCARE
DR. ELIZABETH OWEN .......................(860) 767-6500

HOME IMPROVEMENT
BUDGET BLINDS OF OLD SAYBROOK........(860) 399-6442

HOSPITALS
MIDDLESEX HOSPITAL ........www.middlesexhospital.org
FOR ER WAIT TIMES ...........www.middlesexertime.com

INSURANCE
ARCHAMBAULT INSURANCE, INC. ...........(860) 526-9587
THOMPSON & PECK-STACIA LIBBY ..........(860) 662-0928
WELCH/STANDISH.............................(860) 767-3100

INTERIOR DESIGN
MACKINNON INTERIORS .......................(860) 767-3345

OIL COMPANIES
MORONI & SON.................................(860) 388-2298

LIQUOR STORES
SHORE DISCOUNT LIQUORS..................(860) 526-5197

REAL ESTATE
CENTURY 21 HERITAGE COMPANY ..........(860) 526-1200
COLDWELL BANKER-ESSEX OFFICE .........(860) 767-2636
THE CUSHING GROUP ........................(860) 399-7813
PAGE TAFT .....................................(860) 767-5390
RACHEL THOMAS ..............................(860) 767-8635
REALTY 3-MITCHEL AGENCY.................(860) 767-2621
TEAM JERMAINNE .............................(860) 662-0230
WILLIAM PITT/SOTHEBYS-COLETTE HARRON...(860) 304-2391
WILLIAM PITT/SOTHEBYS-RICK WEINER ........(860) 227-3191
WILLIAM PITT/SOTHEBYS-JEN & JANE..........(860) 227-6634
WILLIAM PITT/SOTHEBYS-DONN & LESLIE ........................
.........................................(860) 227-4737, DONN
.........................................(860) 575-5144, LESLIE
WILLIAM PITT/SOTHEBYS-CORPORATE OFFICE....(860) 767-7488

RESTAURANTS
PATTACONK BAR & GRILLE...................(860) 526-8143
PIZZERIA DA VINCI ............................(860) 526-0884

RIVER CRUISES
RIVER QUEST ..................................(860) 662-0577

SENIOR LIVING
CHESTER VILLAGE WEST .....................(860) 526-6800

SPAS
VITALITY SPA....................................(860) 434-1792

THEATRES
MADISON ART CINEMAS.......................(203) 245-3456

PUBLIC TRANSIT
9 TOWN TRANSIT..............................(860) 510-0429

CHURCHES
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH......................(860) 767-8623
ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH ............(860) 767-8095
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH..........(860) 767-8097
OUR LADY OF SORROWS CHURCH ..........(860) 767-1284
IVORYTON CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH ....(860) 767-1004
ALL SAINTS EPISCOPAL CHURCH ............(860) 767-1698

CLUBS AND ORGANIZATIONS
ESSEX LAND TRUST ...........................(860) 767-7355
TRI-TOWN YOUTH SERVICES BUREAU ......(860) 526-3600
ESSEX GARDEN CLUB .........................(860) 767-2860
ESSEX BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA ...........(860) 767-3904
ESSEX HISTORICAL SOCIETY .................(860) 767-0681
IVORYTON COMPANY OF FIFERS
& DRUMMERS................................(860) 767-2237

THE SHORELINE SOUP KITCHENS ...........(860) 388-1988
SCORE...........................................(860) 388-9508
THE PAUL AND LISA PROGRAM ..............(860) 767-7660
ESSEX BOARD OF TRADE .....................(860) 767-3904
DEMOCRATIC TOWN COMMITTEE............(860) 767-7665
REPUBLICAN TOWN COMMITTEE ............(860) 767-3388
ESSEX LITTLE LEAGUE ...WWW.ESSEXLITTLELEAGUE.ORG
ANCIENT ORDER OF ESSEX WEEDERS.......(860) 767-7628
ESSEX WINTER SERIES ........................(860) 391-5578
9 TOWN TRANSIT..............................(860) 510-0429

SCHOOLS
ESSEX ELEMENTARY SCHOOL ................(860) 767-8215
JOHN WINTHROP MIDDLE SCHOOL .........(860) 526-9546
VALLEY REGIONAL HIGH SCHOOL...........(860) 526-5328
SUPERINTENDENT .............................(860) 526-2417

ESSEX NEWCOMERS’ GUIDE
Welcome to Essex!

On behalf of Events Magazines, welcome to Essex. Whether you are new to Connecticut or just new to Essex you will find
wonderful people and places to visit in town. Essex has something for everyone. Below are important phone numbers. Please
tear out this page and keep it for future reference. The Essex Library has a Welcome Bag for you. Stop by the library to pick
up yours. It has information on local non-profits and will have coupons for local Board of Trade businesses. We at Events
Magazines and Essex Printing support local businesses.

Please use this guide and “Buy Local” – we do!

BUSINESS & PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

WANT TO BE LISTED ON THE NEWCOMERS’ PAGE?
Call Diane Brown at (860) 383-6376
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Last August 15th, some 150 people attended a forum
“Where have all the Bats Gone?” held at the Chester Meeting
House. Jenny Dickson, Supervising Wildlife Biologist of the
Ct. DEP, briefed the audience on the status of a disease known
as White Nose Syndrome (WNS) that has killed over 1 million
bats in the US.

The condition, named for a previously unknown fungus,
Geomyces destructans, first appeared on bats in upstate New
York caves in 2006 and has now spread from the northeast to
states south and west as far as Virginia and Tennessee and into
Ontario, Canada. It is believed that the disease erodes, and
invades the skin, particularly the wings, of hibernating bats.
While scientists have discovered that the fungus responds to
some antiseptics, there is no method at this time for curbing
the disease and many questions remain unanswered. Further-
more, most bat species give birth to only one pup per year,
which means that it is unlikely that affected populations can
recover quickly from the devastating effects.

Jenny Dickson has been surveying caves in Connecticut
and tracking the mortality rates of bats in the state since the
inception of the disease. Connecticut has eight species of the
eleven hundred known species of bats in the world, and the
two most common here and in much of the northeast are the
Little Brown Bat and the Big Brown Bat.

In Connecticut, WNS is affecting the Little Brown Bat and
the Indiana Bat which is already on the Federal Endangered
Species List. Some fear that the Little Brown Bat faces regional
and possibly total extinction. Three of the other species in
Connecticut are tree roosting bats which are not affected by
the fungus. Why some are infected and others are not is
unknown at this time.

The August meeting was sponsored and built by eleven
organizations, primarily local Land Trusts from the towns of
Deep River, Chester, East Haddam, Haddam, Essex, Lynde
Point of Old Saybrook, Old Lyme, and Westbrook. The meet-
ing had originally been planned by the Deep River Land Trust
as a town event. However, members felt that it was vital to
reach out beyond the town and join forces with other land
trusts to educate as many people as possible in the Lower Ct.
River Valley, an important area for bats during the summer
months when they give birth and raise their young.

As a result of this coordination, posters, informational
leaflets and brochures, and even a special “bat bookmark”
designed by Maureen Heidtmann of East Hampton were
widely distributed, plus the meeting received extensive press
and coverage along with information about the WNS crisis.
Notices were seen at town fairs, farmers markets, in store win-
dows, town halls, libraries, schools, and garden centers
among others. Organizers believe that the widespread pub-
licity was significant in getting out educational information
on bats and WNS to many in area way beyond the number
that attended the meeting. This could not have occurred with-
out the joint efforts of all the groups involved.

In addition to land trusts, sponsors included the Chester
Conservation Commission, the Connecticut River Gateway
Commission which broadcast the meeting on its web site, and
the Connecticut River Estuary Region (CRERPA) which
deserves special mention for laying the groundwork for col-
laborative efforts among the land trusts.

Since October 2009, Margot Burns of CRERPA has been
holding bi-monthly meetings of “The Lower Connecticut
River and Coastal Region Land Trust Exchange” which gives
the land trusts an opportunity to discuss common issues, learn
about grants and programs of interest, and hear presentations
that can aid them in their work. As a result of having this orga-
nization in place, CRERPA was able to reach out to the land
trusts for sponsorship and organizational support in building
the August meeting. The Agency was also able to get the word
out at town halls and libraries as a result of CRERPA's work
with the towns in the region.

The most important point, however is that these bi-monthly
meetings of CRERPA have helped the land trusts see them-
selves as part of a particularly important region that has issues
that must be addressed by all of us collectively from time to
time. We are learning that sometimes we must reach beyond

“Where have all the Bats Gone?”
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Continued on page 36
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MACKINNON INTERIORS
Marily MacKinnon

49 North Main Street, Essex, CT 06426
860-767-3345

www.mackinnoninteriors.com

Interiors and Staging
BEFORE

AFTER

Gregory Shook Named to New Advisory Board
Gregory Shook, president and CEO of Essex Savings Bank, was recently

appointed by the Federal Reserve Bank of Boston to a 12 member advisory
council in response to new regulations.

Each Federal Reserve Bank across the country is establishing a First District
Community Depository Institutions Advisory Council (CDIAC) in response to
the Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protection Act of 2010.
The councils will represent the perspective of smaller financial institutions
and provide input on the economy and lending conditions, among other
issues, according to a statement.

The First District's 12 CDIAC members represent commercial banks, thrift
institutions and credit unions with assets less than $10 billion. Members,
which are from each of the six New England states, will meet three times
annually.

Obtaining Vital Records
A copy of a certified Connecticut vital record may be

obtained directly from: 1 - the TOWN where the event
occurred, or 2 - from the STATE Vital Records Office.

Town Vital Records - Vital Records offices are located in
each of the 169 towns in Connecticut. The vital records regis-
trar in each town is responsible for maintaining a registry of
all births, marriages, civil unions, deaths and fetal deaths that
occur within its town.

State Vital Records - If you wish to request a copy of a vital
record from the State Vital Records Office, please note it has
a turnaround time of approximately six (6) weeks for requests
that are received through the mail. Expedited Service is also
available for an additional fee for requests ordered on-line via
VitalChek.

For more information, go to Dept. of Health at www.ct.gov.

SXEvents2Q11v4:OldSaybrookEvents.V.6N.1  4/24/11  8:26 PM  Page 6

MACKINNON INTERIORS
Marily MacKinnon
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Essex - Elegant Historic Estate set on 11
acres of undeveloped private water-
front property in Essex Village. One of
a kind setting. Open topography, rare
opportunity to subdivide w/infinite
possibilities. 3300 sqft main house. 4
bay barn garage. Ingrd swimming pool.
Offered at $7,200,000.

Chester - Excellently maintained 1860s
historic, sun-filled, family home. 8 bdrs,
7-1/2 baths. Lg. open rms with fabulous
flow. Great for entertaining or potential
Bed & Breakfast. Beautiful wide wrap-
around porch. Separate 650 sq ft
office/in-law, central air, open kitchen.
Third level studio. Short walk to charm-
ing village, #1 in CT! Offered at $897,500.

Westbrook - Contemporary Marvel on
the Sound with private beach. Situated
perfectly to maximize Sound views from
every room. 4 BD- 4 bath home meticu-
lously renovated throughout with open
floor plan. Fabulous indoor pool with
sauna & full bath. State of the art
kitchen. Offered at $2,530,000.

Haddam - Spacious Dutch Colonial,
circa 1910, with spectacular seasonal
river views from the deck, terrace, and
most rooms. Comfortable home with
high ceilings and exposed beams, pine
floors. 3 bed 2.5 baths on 2.47 acres of
lawns and gardens. Separate large
studio attached to the 2 car garage.
Offered at $535,000.

East Haddam - Overlooking the CT
River. 2700sqft home designed to cap-
ture the water views. On 53 acres with
two outbuildings, waterfalls. Modern,
sun filled with flowing open floor plan.
State of the art kitchen. Impeccably
maintained. Two levels give privacy
with elevator. Offered at $999,900.

Old Saybrook - Enjoy beautiful marsh
and river views from almost every
room of this spacious and open
contemporary house. High ceilings and
a fireplace in every main room includ-
ing formal living, dining, library and
kitchen. First floor Master suite. 4 bdr 3
bath. Heated in ground pool.
Offered at $989,000.

Colette Harron
860.304.2391
“A Cut Above”
For the best advice in a challenging
real estate market call Colette Harron,
a top-producing, award winning agent
on the shoreline since 2004.

UNDER CONTRACT
UNDER CONTRACT

SOLD NEW LISTING
NEW PRICE

our town and the lands that we manage and join forces for a
common good, a larger stewardship – helping to protect the
wildlife and natural space that makes up this lower Connecti-
cut River Valley area, known of course as one of the “Last
Great Places.”

Thus the idea of working together to inform the general
public about the plight of bats and the important role they play
for humans might have seemed unusual just a few years ago,
but now was seen as the right thing to do.

What can we do next?
Dickson pointed out that it was important to follow the bats

during the summer period to find out if their numbers are
decreasing in the areas where they are usually seen and also
if the birth rate is being affected by the disease even if the
adult bats are free of the disease. The DEP has a program
to coordinate site surveys to provide them this information
gathered by the public. This is clearly something that groups
and individuals can do in our area which, with its marshes
and woodland ponds, provides important areas for bats during
the summer months.

At the meeting, a number of people signed up to volunteer.
Coordinating the activity of these volunteers and working with
the DEP can be an important project for individual land trusts this

• Bats continued from page 34 •

Continued on page 36

860-918-3155 WWW.YPICAMP.ORG

SUMMER CAMP FOR
THE CREATIVE ARTS

AT THE

SUFFIELD ACADEMY

JULY 31ST -
AUGUST 13TH

ONE AND TWO WEEK
WORKSHOPS AVAILABLE

IN WRITING, PERFORMING, AND
THE VISUAL ARTS

REGISTER ONLINE,
CALL OR EMAIL US!“IT’S NOT JUST A PLACE,

IT’S A STATE OF MIND ...”
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Old Saybrook: Year-round Knollwood Beach. Bask in the
sun, just a short stroll to private beach. Delightful Cape Cod
style home offering 3 bedrooms, 3 full baths with large
master on first floor. Fireplace, large windows let’s in the
sun, 3 car garage. $455,000 Nancy Johnson x 27

Essex: Imagine owning your own piece of paradise in the
heart of Essex. Minutes to downtown Essex by foot, car or
boat! Enjoy the convenience of docking your boat at the
slip at your bulkhead. Relax on the deck and drink in the
breathtaking views of Essex, Middle Cove and the
Connecticut River. This antique house features 2 bedrooms,
two baths on ½ an acre. Offered at $885,000. Call Beth at
860-760-8635 X 23

Haddam: JUST SAY NO TO OIL. Break your heating oil
habit! Enjoy gracious country living in an Architectural
Showcase home heated and cooled by a Geothermal system,
the most eco-friendly and economical to be had. Old world
influences blend with contemporary elegance on over 3
pastoral acres. 3300 sf of luxury living plus 3 car garage.
Close to Nature and major commuter routes. $675,000.
Katherine Catalano x17

Essex: Contemporary split located on 2 wooded acres in
walking distance to the village. Great room features brick
fireplace / gas insert, floor to ceiling windows, vaulted
ceiling and plank floor. Gourmet kitchen with granite coun-
ters, brick floor and top of the line stainless appliances. 4
bedrooms, 2.1 baths. $434,000. Beth Brewer x 23

Chester: Not your typical home. Looking for something
different, in perfect condition, with level acreage, and sus-
tainable? This is it. High-end Oregon Dome home on 4
magnificent acres with gardens, fruit trees and in ground
pool. Come see this property and imagine your home being
fun again. Offered @ $650,000. Nancy Johnson x 27

Haddam: UNBELIEVABLE but true! 5 acres of CT River
frontage and a home that all admire. Traditional Southern
European architecture & design. All amenities are included
from a heated pool with cabana, to a spa room with sauna.
Gleaming hardwoods are featured throughout. The master
suite is the entire second floor accessed up a curved stairway.
3 additional bedrooms. $1,175,000. Deb Pach x 20

Lyme Acreage: Privacy and convenience. Minutes from I 95
and the center of Old Lyme and near Rogers Lake, Property
of this size is rare in this area. This 37+ acre lightly wooded
parcel has 250’ of road frontage with possibility to subdi-
vide. Excellent private location for your dream home or
horse property. $439,000 Maureen O’Grady x 16

Middle Haddam: NEW PRICEWaterfront on the CT River.
This traditional home with a contemporary flair is the
perfect retreat for a hectic lifestyle. Built in 2005 this home
has all the amenities including a first floor master bedroom
w/ walk-in and luxury bath. Enjoy extraordinary water views
from just about every room. $795,000.
Maureen O’Neill x 21

Chester Village: COMMERCIAL & RRESIDENTIAL
Completely renovated down to the studs this village ca. 1860
home has views on to all the village action. This property is
both beautiful and convenient. Walk to Village shops, restau-
rants, galleries, etc. The enclosed side porch and rear terrace
are very serene and private. Three bedrooms, 1 and ½ bath,
fireplace, formal living and dining rooms and eatin kitchen.
Floor plan conducive to in home business. Offered @
$439,900. Maureen O’Grady x 16
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ESSEX BOOKS
Spencer's Corner, 90 Main Street, Suite 108A, Centerbrook, CT 06409

860-767-1707 essexriver@comcast.net
Become a friend on our Essex Books Facebook page!

“the little, big-hearted bookstore”
at our new location in Centerbrook, 

right next door to the Community Music School!
New books, focus on local and global outreach, 

and cozy author conversations.

June 2
Interior Designer Alexandra Stoddard

12 noon - 1 p.m. at Gather
104 Main Street, Ivoryton  

860-767-7816

June 1
Susan Conley

7 p.m.at the office of 
Dr. William J. McCann

8 Novelty Lane, Essex 860-767-1979
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spring and summer. Dickson has also indicated she would report
back to us after the winter surveys of caves are completed.

People have also been asking about setting up bat houses.
If set up in the proper location, these can provide a permanent
location for bats to raise their young, and it makes surveying
the colonies easier.

It should be noted that enthusiasm and concern was so high
that between individual land trusts and participants at the meet-
ing $600 dollars was donated. After expenses were taken out,
$450 was given to the DEP “Nonharvested Wildlife Fund.”

Since last August, a central coordinating body, the White-
Nose Syndrome Executive Committee has formed, co-chaired
by the US Fish & Wildlife Service with other governmental orga-
nizations as well as representatives from Canada and Mexico.
The committee will provide the cooperative leadership neces-
sary for implementing a national plan, and providing grants for
targeted research. It will bring together the various scientific and
technical efforts that have been ongoing since the surfacing of
the disease. Further information on this effort can be found at:
http://www.fws.gov/WhiteNoseSyndrome/.

— Suzanne Haig of the Deep River Land Trust for the Lower
Connecticut River and Coastal Region Land Trust Exchange

• Bats continued from page 34 •
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Kathy Shannehan 
203-247-0020

 Chip Frost 
860-388-7848                 

Linda Freedman 
860-395-7303

“THE ART OF LIVING” 

  35 Main Street, Essex, CT  06426 
(860) 767-5390 

www.pagetaft.com

Ct River Properties Team 
www.CtRiverProperties.com 

The Lord Essex Estate       $2,200,000 

The Samuel Pratt House      $649,000 

Striking Post-Modern Residence     $769,500 

Picturesque Village Cape       $424,500 
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www.realty3ct.com
Realty 3 Mitchel Agency, making

your home search easier.
SERVING YOU IN 4 CT LOCATIONS

Waterfront & Country Properties Since 1956

Can you find all
Connecticut Listings?

Where in the World...
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Spring 2011
The Valley Regional men’s basketball team captured a lot of

people’s attention this winter with a great season that culmi-
nated with the state championship. They weren’t the first
Valley Regional State basketball champs, as Lindsey Kucharski
willed the women’s team to victory thirteen years ago, but
these guys dominated. By season’s end, they arguably had
three of the best five players in the tough Shoreline league,
and several of their unselfish role players could have been
stars on any other team. It wasn’t that they won, but rather
how they did it. They lost twice in close games before their
successful tournament run. When they were upset, they never
made excuses or alibis, and they congratulated their oppo-
nents. When they won, they did so decisively, but they never
gloated, never played chippy, and always carried themselves
in an exemplary manner.

The Valley Regional Women’s gymnastics team won the
state title once again, and they also showed how to do it well.
These young women overcame injuries and rigorous training
schedules to prevail, just like the guys. How fortunate we are
to live in a town and region where our young people show us
how to do things and how to conduct one’s self so positively
along the way1

Academically, artistically, and
athletically, our young people are a
force of nature, striving to succeed
and remembering to say “thanks” to
their families and community. It
isn’t unusual to hear a third grader
bragging about their older neighbor
who gets good grades and plays on
the field hockey team.

It is very encouraging when you
have a community that takes such
pride in its young people. Sometimes, I’ll get a question from
someone who will ask me how our men’s and women’s
lacrosse teams will do this spring. I’ve told them that both
could have good seasons with hard work and maybe just a
little luck, too. I hear of how people are so astonished at how
awesome the senior play was or how many graduates are going
to the University of Connecticut or other prestigious schools.

This year marks the one hundredth anniversary of the illus-
trious Ivoryton Playhouse. Enjoy the cover article in this issue
of Essex Events. There will be special events all year long. This
year also marks one hundred years of Comstock Field in
Ivoryton. By the early twentieth century, baseball was getting

Selectman’s Corner
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Belden Libby Owner, E.E.D. Builders

An insurance agent that is friendly, honest and 
accessible is important to business owners like 
Belden.  With Stacia Rice Libby, of Thompson & 
Peck, you get small town personalized attention,  

combined with exceptionally competitive pricing and 
comprehensive coverage.

Call Stacia for a quote today!

Thompson & Peck, Inc. | 15 Elm Street  | Old Saybrook

860.662.0928  | thompsonandpeck.com

Continued on page 7

www.essexsquared.com
(860) 767-2847

P. O. Box 472
Essex, CT 06426

25 Middlesex Turnpike
Essex Squared LLC

A Custom Residential & Commercial

Design/Build Company

Su�olk County # 41997-H
 CT HIC # 0617234

J. Whitney Huber, AIA

Russell D. Smith, Jr.

SSEXE

BUILD

DESIGN

LLC
QUAREDS

Let our design-build experience make �
your building project easier.

Relax!  �
We've got this.
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Hello Friends and neighbors. A few months ago
I appealed to you on behalf of my colleague Kellie
Kenney R.N. Kellie was an ICU nurse at Baystate
Medical Center, a devoted wife to police officer
Mark Kenney, and mother to 5-year-old Johnney
who has special needs.

During surgery to remove polyps from her
sinuses, her carotid artery was severed. Kellie never
recovered and died shortly before Christmas.
Thanks to your prayers and generosity Mark and
Johnney are moving forward. They have decided
that the best way to honor Kellie is by living life
fully. They snow board, ski, and spend a lot of time

with friends and family. Johnney is doing very
well in Kindergarten.

Thank-you again for your out pouring of sup-
port and generosity. I am extremely grateful to all
of you for your help. At the request of Kellie’s
family, all further donations will be forwarded to
The Sturge-Weber foundation. This is the disorder
Johnney was born with. Contact Dianne Hunt-
Mason, 67 North Main Street, Essex, CT 06426
or phone (860) 662-0650, or e-mail at dihm8@
yahoo.com.

— Dianne Hunt-Mason A.P.R.N./
Psychotherapist

A Follow Up
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ESSEX - Charming 3 bedroom vil-
lage cape nestled in a private setting.
Short walk to historic area, shops,
park & CT River. Recent MB suite, 2
first floor BRs, spacious LR with FP,
hardwood floors & seasonal river
views. $379,900

ESSEX - REDUCED $100,000 -
Last available waterfront village lot.
High site with stonewalls overlooking
Mill Pond & spillways. Driveway is
canopied by tall trees. $699,000

ESSEX - REDUCED - Riversedge
condo in private setting and in
immaculate condition. Wood floors
throughout, 2 bedrooms & 2-1/2
baths, & full dry basement. Complex,
bounded by the Falls River, has beau-
tifully landscaped grounds and a pool
& cabana. Walk to village stores,
restaurants, & playhouse. $199,000

ESSEX - Newly listed cape in
beautiful Falls River Farms, with lake
access for water activities. Features
include 3 bedrooms, fireplace in
living room, & cozy den with access
to stone patio. First time offered
home with Gedney kitchen, central
air, and lovely yard with perennials
and flowering shrubs. $359,900Holland Team

Leslie & Donn

ESSEX BROKERAGE / wpsir.com
13 MAIN STREET, ESSEX Donn 860.227.4737

Leslie 860.575.5144

SXEvents2Q11v4:OldSaybrookEvents.V.6N.1  4/24/11  8:26 PM  Page 40



Essex COVER 2Q11:Layout 1 4/15/2011 9:38 AM Page 4



The Ivoryton Playhouse
A Century on Stage

The Ivoryton Playhouse
A Century on StageIt is fun to try to win when playing board games. It is even more 

fun to really win when you switch to a FREE checking account 
at Essex Savings Bank. You win with our FREE debit card, FREE 
web banking, FREE electronic bill payment access, and ATM 
surcharge reimbursements up to $12 per statement cycle. You 
also “win” a FREE first order of checks.

There are no maintenance or activity fees. We never play games 
with the real money you have worked hard to earn and save. 

To open a FREE personal checking account or for details on our 
FREE business checking accounts, contact us today. Make your 
move to Essex Savings Bank.

Essex, 35 Plains Road, 860-767-2573 • Essex, 9 Main Street, 860-767-8238
Madison, 99 Durham Road, 203-318-8611 • Old Saybrook, 155 Main Street, 860-388-3543

Old Lyme, 101 Halls Road, 860-434-1646
Call Toll-Free: 877-377-3922 • www.essexsavings.com

Member FDIC • Equal Housing Lender
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